
 
Shared Policies 

 

  

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ ²ƛƴŘƘƛƭƭΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ /aно нND 

www.stortfordplan.org 

1.1.1.1  

Neighbourhood Plan for 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘ of 

Thorley Parish (1st Revision) ς 

Shared Policies 

2020-2032 



Shared Policies 

2 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

Table of Contents  ................................ ................................ ...............................  2  

1  Introduction  ................................ ................................ ................................ .  4  

2  Vision and Objecti ves  ................................ ................................ ...................  4  

2.1 Climate Change ............................................................................................................................. 4 

2.2 Housing and Design ...................................................................................................................... 4 

2.3 Green Infrastructure ..................................................................................................................... 5 

2.4 Transport ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

2.5 Education ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.6 Health ........................................................................................................................................... 6 

2.7 Sport, Leisure & Community ......................................................................................................... 6 

2.8 Business and Employment ............................................................................................................ 6 

2.9 Town Centre ................................................................................................................................. 7 

3  Policies  ................................ ................................ ................................ .........  7  

3.1 Climate Change ............................................................................................................................. 7 

оΦн Housing and Design ...................................................................................................................... 9 

3.3 Contributions to Community Infrastructure ............................................................................... 18 

3.4 Green Infrastructure ................................................................................................................... 18 

3.5 Transport .................................................................................................................................... 33 

3.6 Education .................................................................................................................................... 54 

3.7 Health ......................................................................................................................................... 57 

3.8 Sport, Leisure & Community ....................................................................................................... 59 

3.9 Business and Employment .......................................................................................................... 62 

3.10 Town Centre ............................................................................................................................... 68 

4  Policy Index  ................................ ................................ ................................  70  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3 

All Saints, Central, South & part of Thorley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neighbourhood Plans for Silverleys and Meads Wards and for All Saints, Central, South and part of 

Thorley Parish 1st Revision © BisƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ нлнл 

Maps within this document are based on the Ordnance Survey and used under the Public Service 

Mapping Agreement licence number 100047022.  © Crown copyright and database rights 2020 

Ordnance Survey 



 

4 

Shared Policies 

1 LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

1.1.1.1 This document is intended to be 

read in conjunction with, and forms part of, 

ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ Stortford Neighbourhood Plan for 

Silverleys and Meads Wards and for All Saints 

(1st wŜǾƛǎƛƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ 

Neighbourhood Plan for All Saints, Central, 

South and part of Thorley Parish (1st Revision) 

1.1.1.2 The document contains objectives 

and policies which are common to both plans 

and therefore apply to the whole of the Civil 

tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

Thorley Parish 

1.1.1.3 There are, in addition, a number of 

siteςspecific policies which are set out in the 

respective plan documents. 

1.1.1.4 This version is a draft for 

consultation under Regulation 14 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012.  The six week consultation 

period commences on 8th February 2021 and 

ends on 22nd March 2021. 

2 ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

2.1 CLIMATE CHANGE 

2.1.1 Objectives 

¶ ¢ƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 

significant contribution to reducing climate 

change and to respond to East Herts 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

the whole of the District in becoming 

carbon neutral by 2030. 

¶ To build resilience in the town to 

unavoidable climate change, mitigate 

climate change effects, moderate or avoid 

harm and exploit beneficial opportunities. 

2.1.1.1  

2.2 HOUSING AND DESIGN 

2.2.1.1 Housing, and the design of the urban 

environment, has a direct impact on quality of 

life and excellent design is critical to creating 

desirable and sustainable neighbourhoods 

with a sense of community and place. This 

Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate 

housing land; this is the responsibility of the 

East Herts Council District Plan 2018. Instead 

this Neighbourhood Plan seeks to influence 

development to ensure that it complements 

the town, is of a high quality, and is supported 

by appropriate infrastructure. The 

Neighbourhood Plan includes policies which 

will apply to new developments within the 

Neighbourhood Area including those on land 

allocated in the emerging District Plan.  

 

2.2.2 Objectives 

¶ Promote an attractive and harmonious 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

heritage 

¶ Promote high functionality and quality 

within the living environment 

¶ Provide housing for all and create 

community cohesion 

¶ Protect and enhance newly discovered 

archaeological sites 
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2.3 GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

2.3.1.1 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ 

are fortunate to live in a town that 

encompasses a variety of green areas and that 

has links to the surrounding countryside; both 

of which provide opportunities for healthy and 

enjoyable activities and space for nature. The 

River Stort provides water related leisure 

activities and biodiversity. 

2.3.1.2 In recent years, the importance of 

these areas has become more apparent.  They 

can help address the impacts and future risks 

associated with climate change. They provide 

environments in which we can connect with 

nature which is good for our physical and 

mental health.  And they provide 

opportunities for social contact, the value of 

which has never been so apparent as during 

the recent times of restricted social activity 

due to the covid-19 pandemic. 

2.3.1.3  New development should protect 

and enhance these green assets for the wide 

variety of benefits they can provide for both 

new residents, the wider community and 

nature. 

2.3.2 Objectives 

¶ In a time of climate emergency, protect 

and enhance the contributions that green 

infrastructure makes to reducing climate 

change and adapting to it. 

¶ Protect and enhance green infrastructure 

for the many benefits it provides. 

¶ Protect and enhance wildlife and 

biodiversity, including the River Stort 

¶ Protect and enhance access and 

connections to green infrastructure and 

the surrounding countryside and the River 

Stort 

¶ Provide essential community facilities 

¶ Maintain and enhance the flood mitigation 

function of green infrastructure 

 

2.4 TRANSPORT  

2.4.1.1 High levels of car ownership and an 

underdeveloped sustainable travel network 

have contributed to a reliance on car 

transport in the area and resulting congestion 

at peak periods. In addition to concerns over 

traffic volumes, community feedback has also 

highlighted key concerns about pedestrian 

and cyclist safety, parking and public transport 

provision. Whilst this plan contains policies to 

improve sustainable travel, the overall 

aspiration is to improve movement by all 

transport modes including walking, cycling, 

public transport and car. 

2.4.2 Objectives 

¶ Support solutions to congestion and poor 

air quality 

¶ Create and promote sustainable travel 

networks 

¶ Provide adequate parking 

¶ Manage traffic speeds and promote road 

safety 

¶ Contribute to improve town accessibility 

and connectivity 
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2.5 EDUCATION 

2.5.1.1 {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀǊŜ 

generally recognised to have very good 

standards and attract pupils from a wide 

catchment area. There is a demand for both 

primary and secondary places which exceeds 

the places available and this gap is forecast to 

widen as the population of the town grows. 

The unbalanced geographical distribution of 

secondary schools contributes to traffic 

congestion in the town. There is poor 

provision of adult education and vocational 

training. 

2.5.2 Objectives 

¶ Support the creation of sufficient new 

school places to accommodate population 

growth. 

¶ Maintain or improve current high 

standards of education in the 

Neighbourhood Area. 

¶ Enable the provision of vocational training, 

adult education and wide community use.  

2.6 HEALTH 

2.6.1.1 Primary health care in the town is 

already stretched and many residents 

complain about difficulties with getting timely 

appointments with GPs, about a lack of 

mental health services, A&E facilities and care 

for the elderly. The expansion of the town and 

the ageing population will put additional 

strain on these facilities. 

2.6.2 Objective 

¶ Provide reasonable access to health 

services for residents of all ages 

 

2.7 SPORT, LEISURE & 

COMMUNITY 

2.7.1.1 Whilst the Neighbourhood Area and 

the town as a whole benefit from a number of 

sports facilities there is a high demand for 

additional or enhanced space, both indoor 

and outdoor, and a relatively low public 

satisfaction rating for current sports facilities 

within the town. The competing demands for 

land use create real challenges in meeting the 

need. 

2.7.2 Objectives 

¶ Provide standards-compliant community 

facilities to meet the needs of the residents 

¶ Encourage appropriate use of Green Belt 

for sensitively designed outdoor sport, 

leisure and community facilities 

2.8 BUSINESS AND 

EMPLOYMENT 

2.8.1.1 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 

transport links to London, the M25, 

Cambridge and, due to its proximity to 

Stansted Airport, many international 

destinations. It is well positioned in relation to 

ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

inadequate supply of modern business space 

to accommodate the potential for 

employment growth but relatively low 

unemployment. There is some tension 
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between those who wish to see local 

employment opportunities expand, and those 

who are concerned that expansion does not 

damage the attributes which make the town 

attractive. 

2.8.1.2 The town centre still has the 

character of a historic market town. Whilst it 

has suffered, like many others, from a 

movement towards online and out of town 

shopping, the occupancy rates remain high. 

The Neighbourhood Plan contains policies 

which seek to ensure that the centre remains 

a vibrant and attractive focus for both retail 

and other activities. 

2.8.2 Objectives  

¶ Create new employment opportunities for 

local residents while protecting amenities 

for residents 

¶ Create a welcoming, prosperous and 

dynamic town centre through attractive 

development and integrated 

refurbishment 

¶ Support development in the town and 

commercial areas to ensure sustainable 

employment diversity 

2.9 TOWN CENTRE 

2.9.1 Objectives 

¶ Create a more attractive pedestrian 

environment reconnecting with the river. 

¶ Promote a holistic parking strategy 

balancing the needs of residents, 

businesses and visitors with the impact on 

the environment. 

¶ Produce a framework for retail between 

national chains and independent shops. 

¶ Identify flexible and adaptable 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

economy. 

¶ To provide a balanced mix of residential, 

cultural, leisure and business uses within 

the Town Centre. 

3 tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

3.1 CLIMATE CHANGE 

3.1.1 Introduction 

3.1.1.1 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford Neighbourhood Plans specifically 

recognises the importance of tackling climate 

change both in terms of reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions to minimise future global 

climate change, and planning for the 

unavoidable local impacts of climate change. 

Every planning application should be assessed 

through the prism of the necessity to do 

everything possible to reduce the impact of 

climate change. 

3.1.2 Objective: To enable 

Bishopôs Stortford to make a 

significant contribution to 

reducing climate change and to 

respond to East Herts District 

Councilôs commitment to support 

the whole of the District in 

becoming carbon neutral by 

2030.   

3.1.2.1 To quote from the recent reǇƻǊǘΣ Ψ¦Y 

ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΥ Cƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ό///ύΥ ά¢ƘŜ 

technology exists to deliver homes that are 

low-carbon, energy efficient and climate-

resilient, with safe air quality and moisture 

levels. The costs are not prohibitive, and 

getting design right from the outset is vastly 

cheaper and more feasible than having to 

ǊŜǘǊƻŦƛǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦέ 

3.1.2.2 Since the East Herts Local Plan was 

adopted in 2018, a number of local initiatives 

have been taken in relation to climate change. 
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Herts County Council declared a climate 

emergency in July 2019 and adopted a new 

Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy in early 

2020. East Herts Council declared a Council 

Change Motion in July 2019. The policies 

below are in line with and will help to achieve 

the national targets set by the Climate Change 

Act. They look forward to an intention by East 

Herts Council to adopt similar policies. 

3.1.2.3 New developments must therefore 

be planned for zero carbon emissions from 

now, even if the initial costs are increased. In 

cases where it is genuinely impossible to 

achieve net zero carbon on site, the final 

option is to offset any remaining estimated 

CO2 emissions through allowable solutions (at 

present through S106 agreements). 

Retrofitting is more expensive in the long run, 

so it is essential to adopt the right approach 

from the beginning. 

CC1 ï Carbon Emissions 
 Every development should at a minimum a)

contribute no greenhouse emissions in use 

(net zero carbon) and, unless demonstrably 

unviable, provide a net export of electricity to 

the grid. In cases where it is unfeasible or 

unviable to achieve net zero carbon on site, 

any remaining estimated CO2 emissions must 

be offset through allowable solutions (at 

present through S106 agreements). 

3.1.2.4 ΨbŜǘ ȊŜǊƻ ŎŀǊōƻƴΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

calculated by ensuring that the solar pv on a 

dwelling displaced as much carbon as is 

emitted by the electricity, so that the 

electricity consumed by a dwelling (including 

charging of electric vehicles) and the 

electricity generated by the solar pv would 

"net" off over a whole year. A carbon 

reduction plan should be submitted as part of 

any major development application. 

3.1.2.5 Local sources of clean energy are a 

low impact way to provide a sustainable 

method of reducing reliance on finite fossil 

fuel reserves and should therefore be 

encouraged. These would contribute to 

climate change mitigation by decarbonising 

part of the energy supply. They could be part 

either of a new-build or a retrofit in a 

renovation project, or as an entirely separate 

scheme. Developer contributions will be 

sought to fund new schemes. 

CC2 ï Small scale energy production 
schemes 

 Proposals for individual and community b)

scale sustainable and renewable energy 

regeneration, particularly solar photovoltaic 

panels, local biomass facilities, anaerobic 

digestions and wood fuel products will be 

supported subject to the following criteria: 

¶ the siting and scale of the proposed 

development is appropriate to its setting 

and position in the wider landscape 

¶ the proposed development does not create 

an unacceptable impact on the amenities 

of local residents; 

¶ the proposed development does not have 

an unacceptable impact on the biodiversity 

of the area.  

¶ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭǘ 

3.1.3 Objective: To build 

resilience in the town to 

unavoidable climate change, 

mitigate climate change effects, 

moderate or avoid harm and 

exploit beneficial opportunities. 

3.1.3.1 Much of the existing building stock 

has poor energy characteristics and 

improvements which address this should be 

encouraged. 

3.1.3.2 There is a potential conflict between 

such improvements and considerations of 
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aesthetics and conservation and there is a risk 

that insufficient weight is given to climate 

change in such cases.  This risks preserving the 

visual characteristics of buildings which are 

not fit for purpose for a future which will be 

severely compromised by the effects of 

climate change, an objective which ultimately 

is fruitless.  Policy CC3 is designed to redress 

this balance so that addressing climate change 

is considered to be paramount unless the 

effects of so doing are overwhelmingly 

adverse. 

3.1.3.3 Alterations to existing buildings must 

be designed with energy reduction in mind 

and comply with sustainable design and 

construction standards. The sensitive 

retrofitting of energy efficiency measures and 

the appropriate use of micro-renewables in 

historic buildings will be encouraged, including 

the retrofitting of listed buildings, buildings of 

solid wall or traditional construction and 

buildings within conservation areas, whilst 

safeguarding the special characteristics of 

these heritage assets for the future. 

CC3 ï Modifications to Existing 
Buildings 

 All modifications to existing buildings to a)

mitigate against climate change are supported 

unequivocally, unless the development can be 

shown to result in significant harm. 

3.1.3.4 Buildings also need to be protected 

against the effects of future climate change, 

including rising temperatures, scarcity of 

water and increased flood risk. 

3.1.3.5 The Committee for Climate Change 

report warns about the resilience of our 

buildings to the effects of climate change: 

ά9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

impacts of the changing climate: for higher 

average temperatures, flooding and water 

scarcity, are also lagging far behind what is 

needed to keep us safe and comfortable, even 

as these climate change risks grow. Around 

4.5m homes overheat, even in cool summers; 

1.8 million people live in areas at significant 

Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎέΦ 

CC4 ïDesign for the Future Climate 
 Every development should be designed to a)

be resilient to the unavoidable local impacts 

of climate change. These impacts should 

include all those anticipated at the time of the 

development for its design life. These design 

measures should avoid unacceptable impacts 

on neighbouring properties. 

3.2 HOUSING AND DESIGN 

3.2.1 Introduction 

3.2.1.1 BishopΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

architectural styles that present an attractive 

and recognisable local character. 

3.2.1.2 Although each housing estate retains 

a character typical of the period in which it 

was built, subsequent infill and modernisation 

have resulted in an enormous variety of styles 

and appearances. 

3.2.1.3 The District Plan 2018 establishes 

the amount of development required to meet 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

district. This is not something that can be 

meaningfully influenced by this 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

3.2.1.4 The Neighbourhood Plan focuses on 

shaping how development is brought forward 

to ensure that growth which complements 

and enhances the unique character of the 

town can take place in a way which does not 

undermine the main purpose of the Green 

Belt in preventing uncontrolled urban sprawl. 

3.2.2 Objectives 

3.2.2.1 The objectives underlying the 

policies in this chapter are grouped under the 

headings below: 
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¶ Promote an attractive and harmonious 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

heritage 

¶ Promote high functionality and quality 

within the living environment 

¶ Provide housing for all and create 

community cohesion 

¶ Protect and enhance newly discovered 

archaeological sites 

 

 

Objective: Promote an attractive 
and harmonious living 
environment recognising the 
townôs heritage 

3.2.2.2  .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

character liked by its residents and well 

represented within the Neighbourhood Area. 

Some areas feature generous gardens and on 

the edge of the built up area open spaces 

allow the town to blend gradually into its rural 

hinterland. In these areas it is expected that 

any developments will enhance this transition 

through the use of Garden City principles. The 

 

Figure 1 ς Development Areas Identified in the emerging District Plan 
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ongoing presence of a Green Belt transition 

together with the town bypass creating its 

own boundary will help to keep the scale and 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

market town and to prevent urban sprawl. 

3.2.2.3 Hertfordshire is the home of the 

Garden City and, although the character of the 

Neighbourhood Area was never intended as 

such, the predominance of green open spaces 

towards the edge accord with those of a 

mature Garden suburb. The Garden City 

approach to planning balances lower density 

of development often around the edge of 

towns with relatively higher density towards 

the centres. It also incorporates its own green 

infrastructure (e.g. gardens, parks, 

landscaping) so as to create a smooth 

transition between that and the rural 

hinterland beyond, with gardens of a size 

commensurate with the scale and type of 

dwelling. 

3.2.2.4 Comments from local residents show 

support for lower density developments and 

show support for the view that landscaping 

and trees create an attractive environment. 

3.2.2.5 East Hertfordshire District Council 

has a Strategic Land Availability Assessment 

(SLAA) process to identify and appraise sites 

that come forward through a consultation 

process with landowners and other 

stakeholders. 

3.2.2.6 It contains a number of commercial 

and other areas with premises that are no 

longer fit for purpose, or that are poorly sited 

for good connectivity to the transport 

network. Priority should be given to using 

ǎǳŎƘ ΨōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘΩ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

suitable alternative premises arise elsewhere 

in the Town and that opportunities for 

increasing the extent and quality of local 

employment are forthcoming. 

3.2.2.7 All development must comply with 

Regulation 10(1)(b) of the Town and Country 

Planning (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012 as amended4 which requires 

that in local plans and supplementary 

planning documents, regard be had for the 

objectives of preventing major accidents and 

limiting the consequences of such accidents 

for human health and the environment. 

Within the Neighbourhood Plan area there is 

the potential for land allocation to encroach 

on the consultation zones around a National 

Grid Gas PLC pipeline detailed in Appendix 6. 

 

HDP1 ï Residential development and 
redevelopment 

 New residential development will be a)

supported as long as it is found to be meeting 

the findings of the latest Strategic Housing 

Market Assessment and subject to Local and 

Neighbourhood Plan policies in force. It is 

envisaged such housing will come forward 

through utilising opportunities for infill and 

brownfield development wherever possible 

and through significant developments5 on the 

outer edge of the built up area. 

 Development Proposals beyond the existing b)

edge of the built up area should be designed 

to incorporate the principles of Garden Cities 

(as defined in the glossary in Appendix 4 and 

as applicable to the size of development). 

 Brownfield development and the c)

redevelopment of existing residential 

properties to create higher density shall be 

supported subject to the achievement of high 
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quality design that meets the requirements of 

other policies and does not compromise to an 

unacceptable level the amenity value in either 

neighbouring properties or for the future 

occupiers of the proposed development. 

3.2.2.8 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ 

receive the very best, attractive and 

sustainable development. Building for Life 12, 

a Government-backed industry standard for 

well-designed homes and neighbourhoods, is 

an effective way of achieving high quality 

through compliance with policy. The standard 

sets out twelve criteria to assess the quality of 

a development scheme. The District Plan 2018 

acknowledges the value of lifetime homes. 

Propƻǎŀƭǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford should follow the Building for Life 12 

principles and aim to be exemplary, ideally 

scoring twelve out of twelve greens when 

assessed against these criteria. In this context 

ŀ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ Ƴeans 

that all relevant recommendations for that 

criterion are met. 

3.2.2.9  

3.2.2.10 Appendix 5 contains a summary of 

the AECOM Heritage and Character 

Assessment for the Neighbourhood Area 

divided up to describe the land and townscape 

features of each sub-area. As developments 

arise in any sub-area, it is expected that the 

Key Character Management Principles 

applicable for that sub-area will guide 

developers in designing suitable buildings, 

streets and spaces for their location and to 

identify areas without a positive style where a 

more innovative approach can be used. 

3.2.2.11 The National Planning Policy 

Framework places considerable importance to 

the setting of heritage assets, not just the 

assets themselves, and this is particularly 

important in the Neighbourhood area  where 

a large number of listed buildings create a 

unique historic character that extends beyond 

the boundary of the Conservation Area. 

3.2.2.12 For sites near to or in the 

Conservation Area, it is expected that planning 

decisions will reflect the advice given in 

Historic EngƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴǎΩ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ 

advice supersedes it, in conjunction with the 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ 

Appraisal (CAA). The CAA is expected to guide 

developers in designing new buildings as 

appropriate for their historic settings. It also 

identifies many unlisted buildings that make a 

positive contribution to the character of the 

area and which do not enjoy the same 

protection as listed buildings. Such buildings 

need to be properly maintained and preserved 

to keep the essential character of the area. 

HDP2 ï Setting and character of 
buildings, streets and spaces 
a) For all development proposals in and 

adjacent to the Conservation Areas, schemes 

must follow the relevant styles and materials 

set out in the Conservation Area Character 

Appraisal. Such schemes will require special 

sensitivity in recognising the significance of 

their historic settings to be supported. 

Schemes involving the demolition of unlisted 

buildings that make a positive contribution to 

the Conservation Area, as denoted in section 7 

- Management Proposals in the Conservation 

Area Appraisal, will not be supported except 

where the contribution from replacement 

buildings is comparable or better, or where 

the public benefit of the replacement scheme 

in terms of its appearance and design or the 

viable use of the site outweighs the harm. 

b) Developments which can generally 

demonstrate high quality and empathy with 

their setting within the Neighbourhood Area 

will be encouraged. This means schemes will 

be supported if:  
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¶ They follow the Character Management 

principles described in Appendix 5, 

depending on the Townscape Character 

Area (TCA) of the site. 

¶ They are accompanied by a Building for Life 

12 Assessment and that score green or 

amber against all applicable criteria. An 

amber score will only be acceptable where 

it is accompanied by a clear justification in 

terms of local circumstances or viability 

explaining why a green score cannot be 

achieved..  

¶ Buildings, streets and spaces can be shown 

to relate well to their location and 

surroundings, particularly in prominent 

areas. 

¶ Where possible, they keep the routes of 

existing roads and lanes to provide 

continuity with the history and morphology 

of the local area. 

c)  Innovative designs of a high quality can be 

used, where it can be demonstrated that they 

also contribute positively to the immediate 

surroundings.  

3.2.3 Objective: Promote high 

functionality and quality within 

the living environment 

3.2.3.1 The achievement of high quality 

through good design, whether on the detailed 

scale within homes or on the wider scale for, 

say crime prevention, is encouraged by 

looking to meet or exceed current standards 

as they evolve. Best practice design principles 

shall be followed to ensure current and future 

functional and service needs are anticipated, 

thereby avoiding subsequent disruptive 

changes and contributing to the sustainability 

of the neighbourhood in the long term. 

3.2.3.2 Sport England with Public Health 

England have produced Active Design 

guidance detailing how good urban design 

practice can deliver built environments that 

are enjoyable to live in and encourage healthy 

ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

by its existing sport facilities, poorly 

connected neighbourhoods and community 

infrastructure, as indicated in other relevant 

sections of this Plan, so it is particularly 

important that new developments seek to 

redress this imbalance by following such good 

practice. 

3.2.3.3 The aim is for new development to 

deliver homes that are fit for purpose. This 

can relate to simply having enough space, for 

example for visitors and guests to promote 

social interaction, for bikes and push chairs to 

encourage sustainable transport and to store 

sorted waste awaiting collection under the 

multiple wheelie bin local policy. Consultation 

has revealed that homes need more space and 

it is recommended that the Nationally 

Described Space Standard in the optional 

DCLG Technical Housing Standards is used. 

3.2.3.4 Recent changes in local lighting 

times have resulted in concerns about night 

ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford. It is important that the quality of 

lighting in new developments is able to allay 

those fears. 

3.2.3.5 In order to mitigate the impacts of 

new development on climate change, 

development proposals should demonstrate 

how they will ensure that new dwellings and 

business premises include energy-saving and 

carbon dioxide reducing measures that at 

least match, and ideally exceed, proposed 

regulations. 

3.2.3.6 Some residents of the town have 

complained that unadopted roads in recent 

new developments have needed costly 

arrangements for road maintenance that 

could be avoided if built to a proper standard. 
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3.2.3.7 The Environment Agency have said 

the Neighbourhood Area is part of a wider 

ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

recommend the DCLG Optional Technical 

Standard for Water Efficiency should be 

applied through NP policy. Although the 

District Plan 2018 covers water conservation 

generally, the local nature of the issue argues 

for its specific inclusion in the Plan. 

3.2.3.8 Following the May 2016 House of 

/ƻƳƳƻƴǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ 

on SUDS (Sustainable Drainage Systems), 

where they suggested removing the automatic 

right of developers to connect to public 

sewers for surface water and encourage SUDS 

on every development, the Lords accepted an 

amendment. This now means the Secretary of 

State must carry out a review of the planning 

legislation, government planning policy 

(introduced in April 2015) and arising local 

planning policies concerning sustainable 

drainage. 

3.2.3.9 The Stort river runs through the 

Neighbourhood Plan area and has a history of 

flooding in the town centre and of water 

runoff towards its flood plain, so it is vital that 

developments follow SUDS water 

management principles to minimise any 

adverse impact. A hierarchy of Sustainable 

Urban Drainage appears in the District Plan 

2018 in Table 23.1. 

HDP3 ï Design standards 
 In addition to other applicable criteria for a)

design assessment, development will be 

required to meet all of the following criteria 

unless they include a clear justification for not 

meeting the standard: 

¶ For all significant developments1, 

developers must demonstrate how the first 

                                                           

1
 See Appendix 4 - Glossary 

nine principles of active design as detailed 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎΣ !ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ 

Guidance (2015) have been addressed by 

using the Active Design checklist. 

¶ Street lighting should achieve the standard 

as described in the Secured by Design 

ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ψ[ƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ /ǊƛƳŜΩ ƻǊ 

subsequent documents which explicitly 

supersede this. 

 On sites that have a favourable south-east b)

to south-west developers will be encouraged 

to incorporate the use of solar energy 

generation. On all sites the use of solar energy 

or other sources of renewable energy will be 

supported, where it does not conflict with 

other development plan policies.  

 All roads on new developments will be c)

expected to meet the criteria for adoption set 

out by the Highways Authority. 

 All schemes are expected to follow the d)

principles described below:- 

¶ Development must utilise the most 

sustainable forms of drainage systems in 

accordance with the SUDS hierarchy, 

unless there are practical engineering 

reasons for not doing so. 

¶ Development should aim to achieve 

greenfield run-off rates and ensure that 

surface water run-off is managed as close 

to its source as possible. 

¶ Drainage should be designed and 

implemented in ways that deliver other 

policy objectives of this Plan, including 

water use efficiency and quality, 

biodiversity, amenity and recreation. The 

provision of balancing ponds as part of an 

area of public open space for recreation or 

wildlife should be designed to ensure the 

safety of other users of the space. Where 

SUDS are provided as part of a 
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development, applicants should detail how 

it will be maintained in the long term. 

¶ Where practicable, SUDS should be 

designed to ensure the sustainable 

drainage networks have the additional 

capacity required to cope with infrequent 

adverse weather conditions and therefore 

reduce flood risk. 

3.2.4 Objective: Provide 

housing for all and create 

community cohesion 

3.2.4.1 The future housing mix policy within 

the District Plan 2018 is identified through the 

West Essex and East Hertfordshire Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment Sept 2015 

(SHMA), which sets out the Objectively 

Assessed Housing Need (OAHN) over the Plan 

period, forecasting requirements to 2033. 

3.2.4.2 The District Council also uses other 

sources of information to forecast housing 

demand within the District, including its own 

Housing Needs survey of residents carried out 

in Q4 of 2014 to identify current and future 

demand within the District and sub-areas. The 

keȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǊ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford (based on 180 respondents) is that it 

has a strong demand for affordable housing, 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ΨŎƻƴŎŜŀƭŜŘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩ 

(those not living independently but who wish 

to do so), indicating a lack of affordable 

homes within the area. 

3.2.4.3 Comments from local residents 

shows the following: 

¶ Strong preference for 2-3 bedroom homes 

¶ Positive demand for bungalows 

¶ Less preference for 4/5 bedroom homes 

¶ Positive demand for shared ownership 

 

3.2.4.4 The fact that the Neighbourhood 

Area is only 15 minutes travel time to the 

major employment centre of Stansted Airport 

and less than 45 minutes to London and 

Cambridge along the M11 corridor means that 

housing demand is likely to exceed the District 

average. Feedback from local people, 

particularly young people starting families, 

shows difficulty in obtaining a place to live is a 

major concern. 

3.2.4.5 The 2011 Census figures also show 

that the Neighbourhood Area has more 

families with one or two dependent children 

and less two to three bedroom homes, 

compared to the East Hertfordshire District 

average. This argues for housing mix to be 

weighted away from four or five bedroom 

homes towards those with two or three 

bedrooms. Paragraph d) of policy HDP4 

indicates how supply for smaller family houses 

could be increased by building small 

bungalows as part of the housing mix. 

3.2.4.6 The high demand for housing 

coupled with the large difference between 

affordable home provision policy and the 

current provision clearly supports the need for 

a pragmatic and sensitive approach to 

dwelling mix policy implementation. This 

needs to take account of the local conditions 

driving demand and the nature of the area 

itself to avoid damaging both its character and 

social fabric. 
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3.2.4.7 The policy for Dwelling Mix Strategy 

requires an assessment to be carried out by 

developers of how the mix they propose 

meets with local needs, within the whole of 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀ 

certain size. The assessment should be part of 

the Design and Access statement and will be 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ IŜǊǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

formal decision making process for planning 

applications, taking into account local factors 

such as affordability and availability of market 

homes and the trend of affordable housing 

waiting lists. To avoid ǘƘŜ ΨƭŜŀƪŀƎŜΩ ƻŦ 

affordable properties back into the open 

market, only schemes that allow the retention 

of affordable homes through buyback by 

providers, or other appropriate measures will 

be supported. 

3.2.4.8 The Self-build and Custom 

Housebuilding Act 2015 obliges Planning 

Authorities to keep a register of those seeking 

to acquire land to build a home. It is expected 

that the register for East Hertfordshire will be 

used as a guide to the demand for such land 

when assessing the proportion of market 

housing allocated for this type of building in 

new developments as they come forward. 

HDP4 ï Dwelling mix strategy 
  On schemes where there is a net gain of a)

five or more homes, developers are required 

to submit a Dwellings Mix Strategy as part of 

the Design and Access Statement with any 

planning application. The strategy must clearly 

demonstrate how the proposed development 

addresses the objectively identified needs 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ 

needs including those for all forms of market 

ŀƴŘ ΨŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ. 

 On all such schemes, affordable housing b)

will, other than in exceptional circumstances, 

be provided on-site as part of the residential 

development. Exceptional circumstances will 

principally relate to those where on-site 

provision will clearly compromise the 

deliverability of the scheme, in which case 

developer contributions would be sought 

towards off-site provision of affordable 

housing. 

 Schemes of any size must consider the c)

unfulfilled demand for bungalows, particularly 

for sites close to similar dwellings. Developers 

must justify on firm evidence, for reasons 

other than just viability, why a site is not 

suitable for bungalows. 

 All schemes shall consider alternative types d)

of purchase funding such as self-build for 

market housing. The Self-build Register should 

be used to assess the level of demand in an 

area to determine the proportion of land 

given over to such type of building, along with 

other relevant factors such as the size, 

position, accessibility and terrain of the site. 

3.2.4.9 As a commuter town primarily for 

[ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford sometimes suffers from a lack of 

άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ IƻƳŜǎΩ ƛǎ 

a way to encourage stability and social 

cohesion by making it easier to avoid 

unnecessary uprooting of households to 

ΨǳǇǎƛȊŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŘƻǿƴǎƛȊŜΩΦ ²ƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƭŜ 

housing standards, applied through building 

regulations M(2), have superseded the 

Lifetime Homes definition, and the District 

Plan 2018 advocates a flexible approach to the 

proportion of homes built to this standard. 

However, the case for building a significant 

proportion of wheelchair adaptable homes 

remains. 
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3.2.4.10 Although there is no evidence that 

the proportion of disabled households in the 

Neighbourhood Area differs significantly from 

that of the East Herts Council average, there is 

evidence from engagement with disabled 

groups within the town that it is difficult to 

find suitable accommodation for those with 

specialist needs. It is therefore important that 

opportunities arising from developments 

make a contribution to this provision through 

S106 or CIL contributions. 

3.2.4.11 Integration of such accommodation 

into residential areas is encouraged to 

promote security, diversity, inclusion and 

community cohesion, as recommended during 

consultation with housing providers. 

HDP5 ï Building for the community  
 Housing for Older and Vulnerable People a)

will be expected to be:- 

¶ In a suitable location where access to a 

choice of sustainable travel options is 

available;  

¶ Within walking distance, on a safe and 

level route or within easy reach by 

passenger transport, to town centre shops 

and services; 

¶ Well integrated with existing communities 

through the sharing of space and public 

access to services;  

¶ Of a non-institutional, safe and stimulating 

design, which meets not only the needs of 

its future residents, but also the staff who 

work there and the visitors who may use it 

as a community resource. 

 Where new community facilities are being b)

constructed in association with residential 

development the timing of their 

commissioning should ensure they are 

available for the new and existing community 

from the start of occupation or, where it can 

be clearly demonstrated that this is not viable 

or practicable, in accordance with an agreed 

phasing policy which will deliver facilities at 

the earliest stage at which it would be viable. 

3.2.5 Protect and enhance 

newly discovered archaeological 

site 

3.2.5.1 Bishop's Stortford has numerous 

archaeological sites dating from the early 

prehistoric through to the Later Iron Age, 

Roman and Medieval periods. Existing Local 

and emerging District Plans have the policies 

to ensure that new development sites with 

archaeological potential can be investigated to 

determine if important archaeological remains 

('heritage assets') are present. These policies 

are considered sufficient to enable 

appropriate mitigation measures (further 

surveys, excavations, etc.) to be put in place. 

3.2.5.2 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

take priority on exhibiting any remains found, 

unless the find is of such scale and importance 

that it needs its own premises to conserve and 

display the finds.   

HDP6 ï Archaeology  
 Should new archaeological finds occur, that a)

are worthy of reclamation or display, an 

appropriate contribution will be sought from 

the developers towards the costs of whatever 

methods are deemed by Hertfordshire County 

Council to be most appropriate to curate the 

finds, where it meets the legal requirements 

for section 106 contributions. 
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3.3 CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

COMMUNITY 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

3.3.1.1 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {tortford has a range of 

infrastructure needs and on-going 

requirements. In order to make sure there is a 

consistent approach to community 

infrastructure and to ensure that the 

objectives within the Neighbourhood Plan are 

supported with any future development 

proposals, financial contributions should be 

made accordingly. 

CI ï Contributions to Infrastructure and 
Community Facilities 

 Where policies in this plan require a)

contributions to new or improved community 

infrastructure or community facilities, they 

will be made through planning obligations in 

accordance with Policy DEL1 of the East Herts 

District Plan 2018 where they comply with the 

Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 

2010 and any subsequent amendments to 

them. 

3.4 GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE  

3.4.1 Introduction 

3.4.1.1 Green infrastructure is described in 

the National Planning Policy Framework 2019 

όbttCύ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-functional green 

space, urban and rural, which is capable of 

delivering a wide range of environmental and 

quality of life benefits for local communƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ 

3.4.1.2 East Herts District Plan 2018 includes 

a fuller definition in Appendix C Glossary as 

follows: 

ΨGreen Infrastructure is a strategic network of 

multi-functional greenspace, both new and 

existing, rural and urban, which supports 

natural and ecological processes and is 

integral to the health and quality of life in 

sustainable communities. It provides habitats 

for and aids migration of wildlife, flood water 

storage, urban cooling and local access to 

shady outdoor space as well as creating 

attractive spaces for recreation.Ω 

3.4.1.3 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 

Plan areas include a rich and wide variety of 

green space resources, such as parks, play 

areas, sports fields, allotments, woodland, 

meadows and the River Stort.  These make up 

the larger part of the ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 

infrastructure but smaller features such as 

hedgerows, small groups of trees, public 

gardens, watercourses and connecting paths 

also play an important part in forming a green 

infrastructure network. 

3.4.1.4 The rapid expansion of the town has 

increased the demand on its existing green 

spaces and will continue to do so. This is 

having detrimental impacts on some locations, 

for example on Southern Country Park on the 

south west side of town where footpaths can 

become difficult to traverse in wet weather 

because of heavy use, despite the efforts of 

the volunteer team spreading wood chippings 

on a regular basis. 

3.4.1.5 East Herts District Plan policy BISH1 

provides for a minimum of 4,426 new homes 

ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ 

2011 to 2033. That represents an increase in 

population of about 10,000 on the 2011 

population of about 38,000: a greater than 

25% increase. The large areas of farmland 

being given over to development is inevitably 

reducing habitats, views across countryside 

and the sense of space. A recent and 

controversial case has been the felling of a 

line of mature trees on Whittington Way to 

ŦƻǊƳ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ 

Park development. 
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3.4.1.6 Additional green infrastructure and 

careful management of what the town already 

has will be needed to address this pressure. 

3.4.1.7 Climate change is recognised as 

causing a number of problems including 

prolonged periods of heat stress and drought, 

and increased storminess and flood risk. 

3.4.1.8 It is widely recognised that green 

infrastructure can contribute to climate 

change management. The NPPF states in 

ŎƭŀǳǎŜ мрл ǘƘŀǘ ΨbŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

planned for in ways that: a) avoid increased 

vulnerability to the range of impacts arising 

from climate change. When new development 

is brought forward in areas which are 

vulnerable, care should be taken to ensure 

that risks are managed through adaptation 

measures, including through the planning of 

ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΤΧΩΦ 

3.4.1.9 National and local government 

initiatives and policies are being directed at 

reversing the degradation of our natural 

environment and to reducing and managing 

climate change, as seen in the NPPF clause 

149 et seq. and in East Herts District Plan 

2018, for example in its Vision and Strategic 

hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлоо ƛǘŜƳ ммΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 

rich and varied green infrastructure centred in 

the river valleys will have been reconnected 

and enhanced and its multi-functionality 

protected providing increased resilience to 

changing climates, improved ecological 

connectivity and new spaces for recreation 

and ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΦΩ 

3.4.1.10  Local green infrastructure can 

contribute in a small way to limiting climate 

change and more substantially to increasing 

local resilience. 

3.4.1.11 Developers need to play their part in 

achieving this vision. 

3.4.1.12 The objectives and policies set out 

below seek to contribute at the local level. 

3.4.2 Objectives 

3.4.2.1 The objectives underlying the 

policies in this chapter are organised under 

the headings below  

¶ In a time of climate emergency, protect 

and enhance the contributions that green 

infrastructure makes to reducing climate 

change and adapting to it. 

¶ Protect and enhance green infrastructure 

for the many benefits it provides. 

¶ Protect and enhance wildlife and 

biodiversity, including the River Stort 

¶ Protect and enhance access and 

connections to green infrastructure and 

the surrounding countryside and the River 

Stort 

¶ Provide essential community facilities 

¶ Maintain and enhance the flood mitigation 

function of green infrastructure 

3.4.3 Objective: In a time of 

climate emergency, protect and 

enhance the contributions that 

green infrastructure makes to 

reducing climate change and 

adapting to it. 

3.4.3.1 The need for urgent action to 

address climate change has been recognised 

by all levels of government.  Hence a new 

section on Climate Change is included in the 

revised Neighbourhood Plans (see above) 

requiring developers to implement climate 
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change mitigation and adaption measures in 

their proposals to which reference should be 

made. 

3.4.3.2 Lƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

consequences of climate change include the 

increased risks of drought, heat stress, 

pressure on water supplies and flooding. This 

ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

constitutional policies on Climate Change 

which apply to the land and properties the 

Council owns, manages or is responsible for. 

Its policies are aimed particularly at 

¶ Reducing energy consumption and using 

renewable sources and 

¶ Reducing water consumption and planting 

drought-resistant plant species in its parks 

and green spaces. 

3.4.3.3 Local concern about climate change 

and the need to address it is also evidenced by 

the BishopΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ DǊƻǳǇΦ  

This was formed in 2015 with the purpose of 

increasing understanding of and encouraging 

ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 

priorities is to support tree planting in the 

area. 

3.4.3.4 Green infrastructure can help 

mitigate and adapt to climate change. East 

Herts District Plan 2018 recognises this in its 

climate change policies, for example in clause 

22.2.2 which describes measures to address 

ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ Ψproviding green 

infrastructure including woodlands, orchards, 

street trees and green landscaping, parks, 

sports grounds, allotments, and green roofs.Ω 

3.4.3.5 Policies BISH7 and BISH10 both 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ Ψlandscaping and tree planting to 

reduce urban heat island effectsΦΩ 

3.4.3.6 Green infrastructure contributes to 

mitigating and adapting to climate change in a 

variety of ways, for example by providing: 

¶ Opportunities for recreation and 

movement from place to place that 

reduces the need for travel by car 

¶ Woodland management and tree planting 

that absorbs carbon, improves air quality 

and provides shade 

¶ A wide variety of habitats for nature that 

has been displaced or is under threat 

including water-based habitat 

¶ Space for sustainable drainage and flood 

risk mitigation 

¶ Land for local food production reducing 

food miles 

3.4.3.7 Developers are already required by 

various District Plan policies to provide or 

contribute to elements of green infrastructure 

such as play areas, sports facilities, allotments, 

sustainable drainage systems and retaining 

existing green infrastructure. Policy GIP1 

below encourages developers to increase the 

long-term resilience of their developments 

and the wider community by making a 

significant increase in overall green 

infrastructure provision in their proposals 

from the outset of the design process. 

GIP1 ï Utilising Green Infrastructure to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change 

 All major developments shall provide a a)

meaningful increase in the existing green 

infrastructure within its development site 

(green infrastructure meaning the green 

features on the site that deliver 

environmental and quality of life benefits for 

the local community: including but not limited 

to woodland, copses, individual trees, 

hedgerows, meadows, watercourses, ponds, 

meadows, grassland, allotments, playing 

fields, sports grounds and rural paths); unless 

it can be clearly shown that this is not 

technically deliverable or financially viable. 
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 The green infrastructure to be considered b)

for this purpose shall be, as far as reasonably 

possible, publicly accessible so that the 

benefits can be enjoyed by all (i.e. excluding 

private gardens). 

 A meaningful increase, as a guide, might be c)

at least a 20% increase in the combined area 

of such features for a previously undeveloped 

site that already has a network of green 

features or 10% of the area of a site with no 

pre-existing green infrastructure; or the 

equivalent on other land under the control of 

the developer within the neighbourhood plan 

area or its proximity: subject to compliance 

with other requirements of District Plan and 

this Neighbourhood Plan. 

 Proposals for major developments should d)

include: 

¶ an assessment of existing green 

infrastructure on the site (form, 

extent/quantity, benefits provided by it), 

¶ proposals for retaining and enhancing 

existing green features and for achieving 

the meaningful increase required by clause 

a) above, 

¶ assessment of climate change benefits and 

resilience of the infrastructure, and 

¶ proposed arrangements for future long 

term maintenance of all green 

infrastructure during and post completion 

of development. 

3.4.4 Objective: Protect and 

enhance green infrastructure for 

the many benefits it provides. 

3.4.4.1 As noted in the NPPF, green 

infrastructure contributes to promoting 

healthy and safe communities. Accordingly, 

protection of green spaces and other features 

from inappropriate development is provided 

by various measures and designations in the 

planning system. Of particular application at a 

local level is the opportunity provided by the 

NPPF clause 100) for local authorities to 

designate valued and significant green areas 

ŀǎ [ƻŎŀƭ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎΣ Ψfor example, because 

of their beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing 

ŦƛŜƭŘύΣ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΩ.  

3.4.4.2 .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

neighbourhood plans made in 2014 and 2016 

designated a few such sites. 

3.4.4.3 East Herts Council have also used the 

District Plan 2018 to designate as Local Green 

{ǇŀŎŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ 

which it refers to ŀǎ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŜŘƎŜǎΩ ƻǊ 

ΨŦƛƴƎŜǊǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ found on the District 

tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀǇǎ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘ IŜǊǘǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

website and will be seen to be large areas that 

extend from the edges of the town towards 

the urban centre. 

3.4.4.4 Following the Hearing Sessions of 

the District Plan examination, East Herts 

District Council was asked to consider further 

its approach to these designations and did so 

by way of a Local Green Space Note. This 

describes how it had been a long-standing 

policy intention to protect these green 

wedges from inappropriate development and 

that this had been done in 1991 by way of 

Green Belt designation, the principle of which 

was carried though the 1999 and 2007 Local 

Plans. 

3.4.4.5 The Local Green Space Note also 

commented on the character of each of the 

proposed wedges describing their proximity to 

residential development; the footpaths, desire 

lines and Public Rights of Way that run 

thought them; the green routes they provide; 

and the open settings afforded to the 

conservation area and listed buildings. 

3.4.4.6 The varied land uses within the 

wedges was also described including equipped 

play spaces, informal recreation areas, 
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allotments, pocket woodlands, river 

environments, sports fields, school grounds 

and naturalised areas. The Council concluded 

that despite their size they still have a very 

local character and use. Their designation as 

Local Green Space was confirmed in the 

adopted District Plan. 

3.4.4.7 Many people have spoken of the 

value to them of green spaces during the 

covid-19 pandemic when restrictions on travel 

and opportunities for social contact were 

reduced. Revision of the Neighbourhood Plans 

presented an opportunity to review the sites 

that had been designated in the original 

Neighbourhood Plans and the District Plan and 

this has resulted in the addition of many 

more, including smaller areas meeting 

generally more local needs.  

3.4.4.8 The locations of these additional 

Local Green Spaces are shown in 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ 

and Part of Thorley (1st Revision) Policy Maps. 

Descriptions of their character and special 

value to the local community are given in the 

same document, demonstrating their 

compliance with the NPPF 2019 clause 100 

which requires that such designations should 

only be used when the green space is: Ψa) in 

reasonably close proximity to the community it 

serves; b) demonstrably special to a local 

community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its 

beauty, historic significance, recreational 

value (including as a playing field), tranquillity 

or richness of its wildlife; and c) local in 

character and is not an extensive tract of 

land.Ω 

3.4.4.9 The proposed green space 

descriptions also identify where the sites 

contribute to the local wildlife network and 

Ψwildlife corridors and stepping stonesΩ that 

form connections in the network, as referred 

to in NPPF Clause 174. 

3.4.4.10 East Herts green wedges include 4 of 

ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ sites, 5 of its 

equipped play areas as well as some sports 

fields and parks.  These neighbourhood plans 

extend those designations to include other 

areas in the town of similar value to the 

community including the other allotments and 

play spaces. 

 

3.4.4.11 A number of other, generally 

smaller, green spaces are listed under policy 

DLtн ŀǎ ΨhǘƘŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 

meet the description of Local Green Space as 

set out in the NPPF but are nevertheless 

considered to be of local significance and 

value. Plans and descriptions of these spaces 

are also given in the documents referred to 

above. 

3.4.4.12 Designation of these spaces is 

supported by the responses (albeit limited in 

number) to a preliminary survey conducted in 

late 2020 for revision of these Neighbourhood 

Plans. 

GIP2 ï Local Green Spaces and other 
green areas 

 The areas listed in 3.1.1 Designated a)

Locations in Neighbourhood Plan for Silverleys 

and Meads Wards and Neighbourhood Plan 

for All Saints, Central, South and part of 

Thorley ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ DǊŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎΩ 

in accordance with the NPPF.  Development 

will be permitted only if it is consistent with 

the function, character and use of the Local 

Green Space to which it relates (as also 
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required by East Herts District Plan policy 

CFLR2 Local Green Space). 

 Development which adjoins designated b)

Local Green Space (whether designated in 

East Herts District Plan or these 

Neighbourhood Plans), must preserve and 

enhance wildlife corridors to a width to allow 

sufficient biodiversity and habitat 

conservation having regard to best practice 

and advice from Natural England and/or other 

appropriate expert organisations. 

 There are a number of other areas that c)

have value as green spaces within the urban 

environment, albeit of less significance than 

designated Local Green Spaces.  These areas 

are listed in 3.1.1 Designated Locations in 

Neighbourhood Plan for Silverleys and Meads 

Wards and Neighbourhood Plan for All Saints, 

Central, South and part of Thorley.  In 

recognition of their value, for example, as 

open spaces, landscape features, barriers to 

noise, pedestrian or cycle routes, or wildlife 

pockets or corridors, any development of 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ 

only if the value and function to the 

community of the land will be retained in the 

development or will be provided on other land 

within the proximity of the community they 

serve. 

 

3.4.4.13 Increased use of green spaces, 

particularly during the covid-19 pandemic, has 

ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

vary with some looking for peace and quiet in 

an outdoors environment whilst others want 

to exercise and let off steam. Policy GIP3 seeks 

to encourage proposals for enhancing green 

infrastructure for leisure whilst recognising 

the need to strike a balance between 

competing uses, including allowing space for 

nature to thrive. 

3.4.4.14 East Herts District Plan policy NE4 

describes the range of functions that Green 

Infrastructure can have and the need for it to 

be protected and enhanced. It refers in 

particular to the potential adverse impacts of 

providing lighting (which might benefit 

people) on nocturnal wildlife. 

3.4.4.15 The River Stort is a great asset for 

the town but is under-used as a landscape 

feature and for leisure use, a view raised 

consistently by local residents. Whilst steps 

have been taken to rectify this situation in 

recent years, more could be done for which 

Policy GIP3 welcomes proposals. 

3.4.4.16 Waterside Stortford is a 

collaboration between the County, District 

and Town Councils and other local and 

environmental stakeholders. It has established 

a riverside and countryside trail along the 

River Stort from the relatively new Bat Willow 

Hurst Country Park at the northern extent of 

the town to Thorley Wash Nature Reserve in 

the south.  Signboards have been erected 

along the route but there are sections where 

accessibility could be improved (for example 

for buggies and wheelchairs). 

3.4.4.17 The River Stort Partnership is hosted 

by Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust and 

comprises public, private and charitable 

organisations with interests in the river. Its 

aim is to improve the river for wildlife and 

people and in order to promote this has 

prepared the River Stort Catchment 

Management Plan. The plan identifies a 

number of projects aimed at improving the 
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natural environment and opportunities for 

people to enjoy it. One such is the Towpath 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ψto 

ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊǘ ŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

StortfordΩ and proposes to provide a new 

towpath surface for shared use. Another is the 

Stort Navigation Reedbed project which aims 

to restore and connect habitats up and 

downstream of the town. 

3.4.4.18 The Stort is a globally rate habitat 

and the Town Council has committed in its 

Constitutional Policies 4.4 conservation of its 

habitat and promotion of biodiversity in its 

activities. 

 

GIP3 ï Improve green infrastructure for 
leisure 

 Proposals that seek to improve the use of a)

existing and new green infrastructure will be 

supported subject to the proposals achieving a 

balance between its potentially conflicting 

range of uses (such as for recreation, exercise, 

peace and quiet and space for nature) and 

compliance with other policies.  Such 

proposals could include: 

¶ Provision of seating, preferably from 

natural products 

¶ Improved signage 

¶ Weather-protected information boards 

¶ Facilities to support guided visits for 

schools, e.g. mooring points, hides and 

study centres 

 Proposals that seek to improve the leisure b)

usage of the River Stort and that are 

compliant with the aims of the Stort 

Catchment Plan and the River Lea Catchment 

Partnership and Waterside Stortford will be 

supported subject to compliance with other 

policies.  Such proposals could include; 

¶ improvement of the canal and riverside 

paths, 

¶  access and signage and 

¶ biodiversity enhancement initiatives. 

3.4.4.19 It is increasingly being recognised 

that green infrastructure needs to be 

maintained well and considered as a network 

rather than as isolated pockets. It is only in 

treating it as a network that its full potential 

can be realised, providing for example, routes 

for people to walk or cycle from place to place 

away from traffic, connections to the 

countryside, and passage for wildlife. Policy 

GIP4 requires developers to take this into 

account in their design and management 

proposals. 

3.4.4.20 The NPPF recognises this in clause 

мтм ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΥΩ Χ take a 

strategic approach to maintaining and 

enhancing networks of habitats and green 

infrastructureΧ.Ω 

3.4.4.21 Similarly, the District Plan 2018 

tƻƭƛŎȅ b9п ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎΥ ΨA 

diverse network of accessible, multi-functional 

green infrastructure across the dƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩ and 

requires that development proposals should: 

¶ ΨAvoid the loss, fragmentation and 

functionality of the green infrastructure 

network, including within the built 

environment, such as access to urban 

waterways.Ω !ƴŘ 

¶ ΨMaximise opportunities for improvement 

to the green infrastructure network in 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ 
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Infrastructure Plan, its Parks and Open 

Spaces Strategy, the Hertfordshire 

Biodiversity Action Plan, Living Landscape 

Schemes, locally identified Nature 

Improvement Areas and any future 

relevant plans and programmes as 

ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦΩ 

GIP4 ï Green space management and 
building the green infrastructure 
networks 

 Developers will be expected to cooperate a)

with the establishment of appropriate long-

term arrangements for the management of 

green infrastructure which forms part of any 

major development.  The developer will, 

where appropriate, be required to provide 

financial contributions to support initial costs 

and/or transfer land to an appropriate body, 

by agreement with the planning authority. 

These obligations will be set in line with 

District Plan policy DEL2. 

 Where green infrastructure is being b)

provided on new developments which are 

adjoining or proximate to existing designated 

Local Green Spaces (whether designated in 

East Herts District Plan or these 

Neighbourhood Plans), the design and nature 

of the development green infrastructure and 

its management arrangements shall be 

coordinated with those of the Local Green 

Space. 

3.4.5 Objective: Protect and 

enhance wildlife and biodiversity, 

including the River Stort 

3.4.5.1 It is widely accepted that the 

biodiversity of nature in our environment has 

been degraded over many years and that we 

need to enhance what remains. 

IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ нлнлΣ 

produced by Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

and based on recording of species since 1970, 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ нл҈ ƻŦ IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǎ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΩΦ IŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

have been subject to population decline, 

including some that have become extinct in 

the County during that period or are 

considered to be threatened. 

3.4.5.2 Nationally, Government has 

recognised the ongoing decline of habitats 

and species and have responded with the 

Environment Bill that is being examined in 

Parliament during 2020. The Bill includes 

proposals for a mandatory net biodiversity 

gain on development sites with a 10% 

targeted increase. 

3.4.5.3 IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy 2020 aims 

to improve biodiversity on County Council 

land by 20% by 2030 and, countywide, to 

improve wildlife by 20% by 2050. 

3.4.5.4 If this is to be achieved, new 

development needs to play its part. In support 

of these initiatives, Policy GIP5 requires 

developers to make increased provision for 

wildlife habitats and biodiversity in their 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩs Stortford from 

the outset of the design process. 

3.4.5.5 Hertfordshire Local Nature 

Partnership, Herts Environmental Records 

Centre and Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust 

ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ 

ΨIŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

planning ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ 

and their consultants identify sites and species 

for ecological enhancement. Appendix 1 in 

this document provides a county wide image 

of ecological data. The map shows area of 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ 

priority for habitat creation as well as habitat 

that falls under the protection of S41 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

Act 2006. Updated and site specific 

information and guidance can be obtained 

from the bodies referred to above. 
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3.4.5.6 Local interest and involvement in 

biodiversity enrichment is evidenced by 

Southern Country Park on the south west 

edge of the town. The country park was 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ aŜŀŘ 

housing scheme. It is owned by East Herts 

District Council and maintained by the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

with local assistance provided by a 20 strong 

volunteer group from the Friends of Southern 

Country Park. 

3.4.5.7 The park is managed for people and 

nature. In 2020 an area of amenity grass was 

harrowed and re-seeded with wildflower 

seed. In previous years, disease resistant elms 

have been planted to contribute to recovery 

of this tree species and encourage white-

hairstreak butterflies. 

3.4.5.8 The Aims and Objectives for the 

Southern Country Park as outlined in its 

Greenspace Action Plan 2018-2023 include the 

following: 

¶ Manage the plantations to maximise 

biodiversity 

¶ Improve the diversity and wildlife value of 

grassland habitats 

¶ Protect and enhance the valuable aquatic 

habitats to improve biodiversity 

¶ Manage the hedgerows to maximise 

biodiversity 

3.4.5.9 Wildlife surveys to monitor progress 

and help determine future actions are 

undertaken by Herts and Middlesex Wildlife 

¢ǊǳǎǘΣ 9ŀǎǘ IŜǊǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

group. 

3.4.5.10 Another local scheme is the Firs 

Greenspace Action Plan 2017-2022 which 

covers a historic avenue of trees and grassland 

to the west of the town centre, the aims of 

which include protecting and enhancing its 

biodiversity. 

3.4.5.11 East Herts also have proposals for 

enhancement of Castle Park in the town 

centre, this again with the engagement of a 

Friends group. The scheme is at an early stage 

but includes proposals for wildflower planting 

and improvement of river bank margins. 

3.4.5.12 Other sites that could offer 

opportunities for biodiversity enhancement 

include school playing fields and some of the 

smaller green spaces within the older housing 

estates. 

 

GIP5 ï Protect wildlife and increase 
biodiversity 

 In any new development, mature trees and a)

hedgerows shall be retained as far as 

practical.  New planting and other initiatives 

shall be incorporated as an integral part of the 

scheme to promote biodiversity. New 

hedgerow planting should contain a variety of 

species appropriate to the area. Woodland 

planting must accord with the appropriate 

National Vegetation Classification (NVC).  

Existing mature trees should continue to be 

part of any development proposal unless it is 

demonstrated that it is necessary for them to 

be felled or an arboricultural survey clearly 

demonstrates that they are not worthy of 

retention. Replacement tree planting should 

be undertaken on a minimum of a one-for-one 

basis. Native species must always be given 

preference as plants of local origin tend to 

establish and survive better and support more 

wildlife. Monocultures should be avoided. 



1.1.1.14  

27 

 

Shared Policies 

 Watercourses are a vital asset and b)

therefore must be retained as part of any 

development affecting them, and enhanced 

for biodiversity. Proposals must show how the 

watercourse is to be incorporated as a vital 

asset within a development but must also 

ensure that wherever possible an appropriate 

buffer zone is incorporated between the built 

form and the watercourse unless 

circumstances dictate otherwise. Only native 

species may be planted in the buffer zone. 

Where possible, the re-naturalisation of 

modified watercourses will be expected. A 

new development that may result in 

deterioration of an existing watercourse will 

not be supported. 

 Where significant new development c)

restricts natural habitats, corridors for wildlife 

movement will be protected or created in 

order to benefit local biodiversity. The design 

of wildlife corridors will have regard to current 

best practice and advice from Natural England 

and/or other appropriate expert 

organisations. 

 In order to protect and enhance wildlife in d)

the area and to increase biodiversity, 

opportunities to incorporate new wildlife 

habitats (for example bat and bird boxes) into 

significant new developments must be sought. 

Features for bats and birds must be integrated 

into the fabric of buildings of new 

development to ensure permanent gains. All 

building bordering green space will be 

expected to incorporate integrated features 

for wildlife. Guidance should be sought from 

Natural England where habitats of wildlife and 

protected species (e.g. badgers) are affected. 

  All major developments shall provide a e)

meaningful net increase in the biodiversity 

value of the on-site habitat from its pre-

development condition to its condition on 

completion of the development as measured 

by the same method of assessment and locally 

approved Biodiversity Metric that is used to 

comply with East Herts District Plan 2018 

policies NE2 and NE3. 

 A meaningful increase, as a guide, might be f)

at least a 20% gain in biodiversity units. 

 Alternatively, the requirements for g)

biodiversity gain shall be assessed in 

accordance with the Environment Bill 2020 

once the Bill has been enacted. 

 If it is not feasible or proportionate for a h)

developments to achieve a meaningful 

increase in biodiversity value on the 

development site alone, publicly owned land 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōe 

considered preferentially for siting of 

biodiversity offsets to provide the net increase 

required by clause e). 

 Proposals should include: i)

¶ an assessment of existing habitats and 

biodiversity value of the site, 

¶ proposals for retaining and enhancing 

existing habitats and for achieving the 

meaningful increase required by clause f 

above), 

¶ assessment of the resilience of the 

improved biodiversity to climate change, 

¶ and proposals for long term maintenance 

of habitats during and post completion of 

the development, 

¶ proposals for measuring and monitoring 

compliance. 

3.4.6 Objective: Protect and 

enhance access and connections 

to green infrastructure and the 

surrounding countryside and the 

River Stort 

3.4.6.1 The benefits to health and wellbeing 

of walking and cycling have been appreciated 

by many people during the covid-19 
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pandemic; particularly so when the available 

routes enable them to enjoy green spaces and 

nature. 

3.4.6.2 The Neighbourhood Areas provide 

many opportunities for walking, riding and 

cycling but the existing green spaces are not 

as well known or used as much as they could 

be. Whilst some progress has been made in 

the last 5 years, there remains a need for 

further improvement of existing footpaths and 

cycle paths, a requirement to improve the 

linkages or connections between them into 

and across the town and into the countryside, 

and for improved signage and promotion.  

3.4.6.3 Furthermore the substantial 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ 

the District Plan 2018 is resulting in a number 

of rights of way and other paths being 

enclosed by development, reducing the 

enjoyment and sense of closeness to nature 

they give. The loss could be mitigated by 

keeping paths as open as possible and by 

incorporating space for nature such as wide 

verges and hedges and trees along the way. 

3.4.6.4 Safe and attractive routes are 

essential for children to get to school and to 

encourage people to walk or cycle to local 

facilities and the town rather than get in a car. 

In earlier developed areas this can be difficult 

to achieve but in new development it should 

be a priority. 

3.4.6.5 For example, in the older residential 

estates on the western, Thorley side of the 

town, many of the footpaths away from the 

roads are narrow, dark and enclosed by high 

garden fences. They are uninviting and 

potentially unsafe. On the other hand, the 

ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘκŎȅŎƭŜǿŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ aŜŀŘ 

development that links this residential area 

with Manor Fields Primary School is a good 

example of a wider route with grass verges 

and trees at intervals. 

3.4.6.6 Proposals that facilitate improved or 

new connections between existing and 

proposed developments, green spaces and the 

surrounding countryside will be supported. 

3.4.6.7 New initiatives should complement 

the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) 

prepared by Herts County Council Rights of 

Way Service for the period 2017/18 to 

2027/28 dated July 2017 or updated version 

at the time of the application and take 

account of Department of Environment, Food 

& Rural Affairs Rights of Way circular 1/09 

Guidance for Local Authorities. The routes of 

rights of way can conveniently be found at 

www.rowmaps.com. 

 

3.4.6.8 Where appropriate, paths should 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƛŘŜ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƭ 

and the Parks and Beyond circular walks which 

take in five of East Herts managed open 

ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΦ 

3.4.6.9 Development of new areas can 

compromise the enjoyment people get from 

the rural character of footpaths.  Developers 

should retain as much as possible of the rural 

nature of country paths within their sites.  

GIP6 ï Enhancement of footpaths, 
bridleways and cycle paths 

 Working with local and national a)

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ϧ 

District Footpaths Association, East Herts 

Ramblers, East Herts Footpaths Society and 

the British Horse Society, proposals to ensure 

that existing footpaths and bridleways are 
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well maintained and signposted and that new 

footpaths are created and officially designated 

will be supported. 

 The character and setting of existing public b)

rights of way (PROWs) must be protected in 

terms of safety, directness, attractiveness, 

convenience and rural ambience. No new 

obstructions to PROWs should be introduced 

and any amendments should follow the 

guidelines in the relevant Department of 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

Rights of Way circular 1/09 Guidance for Local 

Authorities version 2 dated October 2009 or 

as updated at the time of the application. 

 Bridleways for horse riders should be c)

protected and proposals should seek, where 

possible, to create new cycle paths so as to 

provide safe and effective routes across the 

Neighbourhood Area. New and existing cycle 

tracks should be linked with the National Cycle 

Network where possible. 

 Footpaths across the Neighbourhood Area d)

should provide an accessible and safe way for 

all residents and visitors to enjoy the rural 

ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΦ Cootpaths 

should use surfaces appropriate to the 

habitat: tarmac in well-used routes; well-

drained and overlaid with bark for more rural 

settings and none for casual paths across 

grassy spaces. 

 As part of any major development proposal, e)

financial contributions or direct provision of 

new infrastructure will be sought to secure 

improvements to PROW and other links within 

the area surrounding a site that would be 

used by future occupiers. 

 Proposals for the improvement of access to f)

public green spaces will be supported 

(including access for those in wheelchairs and 

scooters, those who are frail and unable to 

walk in a robust manner and those with 

babies in buggies). Measures to regrade paths 

through the green spaces for this purpose will 

be supported. 

3.4.7 Objective: Provide 

essential community facilities 

3.4.7.1 aƻǎǘ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford are currently managed by the Town 

Council. Demand has outstripped supply in 

recent times and residents can find 

themselves waiting for many months for a 

plot on the more popular sites, despite efforts 

over recent years to manage demand by 

reducing plot size and evicting tenants who do 

not tend plots adequately.  

3.4.7.2 New development will cause the 

demand to increase which must be matched 

by increased supply. Allotment holders and 

considerations of sustainability favour 

allotments close to the communities they 

serve. 

3.4.7.3 Town Council policy BSP010 sets out 

the rationale and standards for developer 

contributions and the justification for the rate 

of contribution. This rate caters for the 

demand expected from the new build only 

(based on the rate of demand actually 

experienced elsewhere in the Town) and does 

not attempt to deal with the existing 

deficiency. 

 

3.4.7.4 Policy BSP010 states that allotments 

should normally be provided on site for 

developments of 500 homes or greater. The 

previous neighbourhood plan polices allowed 
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developers of smaller sites to make a financial 

contribution instead. This can result in under-

supply of allotments for new residents. To 

address this issue, policy GIP7 is amended to 

require allotments to be provided on site for 

developments of 200 homes or greater.  At 

the land provision rate of 0.24ha per 1,000 

population stipulated, the smallest allotment 

site would be approximately 0.12 ha which is 

the minimum the town council would consider 

appropriate for management purposes. 

3.4.7.5 Community orchards have increased 

in popularity in recent years. The East of 

England Apples and Orchards Project lists 

many community orchards in Hertfordshire 

and Essex which, it reports, can range in size 

from a dozen trees to more than a 100, most 

of which are managed primarily for amenity 

value and for the benefit of local wildlife. 

3.4.7.6 A few of these within 30 miles or so 

ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 

¶ Rivers Heritage Site and Orchard, 

Sawbridgeworth: based on a historic 

garden nursery site with about 560 trees, 

on land leased to Sawbridgeworth Council. 

¶ Ongar Community Orchard: a converted, 

small disused allotment owned by Epping 

District Council, planted with 25 fruit trees 

and wild flowers. 

¶ Great Chesterford Community Orchard: 

promoted by the Parish Council and based 

on land donated to the community from a 

Section 106 agreement, planted in 2017 

and 2018 with over 100 trees. 

¶ Roydon Community Orchard: a small 

orchard planted in 1995 on unused 

allotment plots maintained by the Roydon 

Society on land owned by the Parish 

Council. 

3.4.7.7 It can be seen that community 

orchards can take various forms and operate 

under a variety of structures. 

3.4.7.8 Consultations during preparation of 

the neighbourhood plan revisions have shown 

that there is interest in setting up an orchard 

ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ and people who would 

like to volunteer to help run it. Policy GIP7 

supports the creation of such a facility if a 

suitable site can be found. If this is arranged 

as part of a larger development, the orchard 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 

infrastructure and contribute to increasing 

biodiversity of the site. 

 

GIP7 ï Improving/expanding allotments 
 To support the population increase arising a)

from new developments, developers of 10 

residential units or more will be required to 

either: 

¶ Provide space with appropriate facilities for 

new allotments or 

¶ Contribute towards the expansion and/or 

improvement of existing allotments. 

 For developments in excess of 200 b)

dwellings (or groups of adjacent 

developments which together amount to 

more than 200 dwellings) it will be expected 

that land either on or immediately adjacent to 

the development site is provided and is 

prepared by the developers (including 

facilities, fencing, land preparation, soil 

improvement if required) and transferred to 

the allotment authority (currently the Town 


















































































