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Shared Policies

1L y‘ l.,J N F’Q dZé l:l A 2 y‘ 2.2 HOUSING AND DESIGN

1.1.1.1 This document is intended to be 2.2.1.1 Housing, and the design of the urban
read in conjunction with, and forms part of, environment, has a direct impact on quality of
0 KS . strifc2dINeghbourhood Plaior life and excellentlesign is critical to creating

Silverleys and Meads Wards and for All Saints  desirable and sustainable neighbourhoods
(P'wS@AaA2Y0 YR (GKS . A AWtk d3ose of coranNmityF shddace. This
Neighbourhood Plafor All Saints, Central, Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate
South and part of Thorley Parigti' Revisioi housing land; this is the responsibility of the

1.1.1.2 The document contains objectives East Herts Council District Plan 2018. Instead

- . this Neigtbourhood Plan seeks to influence
and polices which are common to both plans devel Tt that it | )
and therefore apply to the whole of the Civil evelopment fo ensure that It complements

tFNRAK 2F . AaK2LIQa {2 Hﬁﬁ?"%"l\lﬁi’f high quality, and |s supporteq 5. g5 2

Thorley Parish by appropriate mfrastructure The
Neighbourhood Plan includes policies which

1.1.1.3 There are, in addition, a number of will apply to new developments within the
sitegspecific policies which are set out in the Neighbourhoal Area including those on land
respective plan documents. allocated in the emerging District Plan.

1.1.1.4 This version is a draft for
consultation under Regulation 14 of the
Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012. The six week consultation
period commences on 8th February 2021 and
ends on 22nd March 2021.

2+AaAi2y YR ho

21 CLIMATE CHANGE

222 Objectives

211 Obj ewes f Promote an attractive and harmonious

T¢2 Sylofs .Aakz2LQa {d2RAPEAMR SYIFNEYYSYyl NBO23I
significant contribution to reducing climate heritage
change and to respond to East Herts 1 Promote high functionality and quality

SA&UNROG / 2dzy OAt Q& O2 Y Yihih hSINity erlifonnterizLILI2 NI
the whole of the District in becoming

carbon neutral by 2030 1 Provide housig for all and create

community cohesion
9 To build resilience in theotvn to

unavoidable climate change, mitigate
climate change effects, moderate or avoid
harm and exploit beneficial opportunities.

1 Protect and enhance newly discovered
archaeological sites

2111
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23 GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

2311 ¢KS NBaAARSyGa 27
are fortunate to live in a town that
encompasses a variety of green areas and that
has links to thesurrounding countryside; both

of which provide opportunities for healthy and
enjoyable activities and space for nature. The
River Stort provides water related leisure

activities and biodiversity.

2.3.1.2 Inrecent years, the importance of
these areas has become meoapparent. They
can help address the impacts and future risks
associated with climate change. They provide
environments in which we can connect with
nature which is good for our physical and
mental health. And they provide
opportunities for social comatct, the value of
which has never been so apparent as during
the recent times of restricted social activity
due to the covidl9 pandemic.

2.3.1.3 New development should protect
and enhance these green assets for the wide
variety of benefits they can provide footh
new residents, the wider community and
nature.

232 Objectives

1 In atime of climate emergency, protect
and enhance the contributions that green
infrastructure makes to reducing climate
change and adapting to it.

9 Protect and enhance green infrastructure
for the many benefits it provides.

1 Protect and enhance wildlife and
biodiversity, including the River Stort

1 Protect and enhance access and
connections to green infrastructure and
the surrounding countryside and the River
Stort

1 Provide essential community fatiis

1 Maintain and enhance the flood mitigation
function of green infrastructure

11

24 TRANSPORT

2.4.1.1 High levels of car ownership and an
underdeveloped sustainable travel network
have contributed to a reliance on car
transport in the area and resulting congestion
at peak periods. In addition to concerns over
traffic volumes, community feedback has also
highlighted key concerns about pedestrian
and cyclist safety, parking and public transport
provision. Whilst this plan contains policies to
improve sustainable traal, the overall
aspiration is to improve movement by all
transport modes including walking, cycling,
public transport and car.

242 Objectives

1 Support solutions to congestiand poor
air quality

1 Create and promote sustainable travel
networks

1 Provide adequat@arking

1 Manage traffic speeds and promote road
safety

1 Contribute to improve town accessibility
and connectivity



2.5 EDUCATION

2511 { OK22t & AY . A&K2LJ

generally recognised to have very good
standards and attract pupils from a wide
catchment area. The is a demand for both
primary and secondary places which exceeds
the places available and this gap is forecast to
widen as the population of the town grows.
The unbalanced geographical distribution of
secondary schools contributes to traffic
congestionm the town. There is poor
provision of adult education and vocational
training.

252 Obj ecsti ve

9 Support the creation of sufficient new
school places to accommodate population
growth.

1 Maintain or improve current high
standards of education in the
Neighbourhood fea.

1 Enable the provision of vocational training,
adult education and wide community use.

26 HEALTH

2.6.1.1 Primary health care in the town is
already stretched and many residents
complain about difficulties with getting timely
appointments with GPs, about a lack of
mental health services, A&E facilities and care
for the elderly. The expansion of the town and
the ageing population will put additional

strain on these facilities.

262 Objective

9 Provide reasonable access to health
services for residents of all ages

Shared Policies

2.7 SPORT, LEISURE &
COMMUNITY

2.7.1.1 Whilst the Neighbourhood Area and
the town as a whole benefit from a number of
sports facilities there is a high demand for
additional or enhanced space, both indoor
and outdoor, and a relatively low public
satisfaction rating for curme sports facilities
within the town. The competing demands for
land use create real challenges in meeting the
need.

272 Obj ecsti ve

1 Provide standardsompliant community
facilities to meet the needs of the residents

1 Encourage appropriate use of Green Belt
for sensitively designed outdoor sport,
leisure and community facilities

2.8 BUSINESS AND
EMPLOYMENT

2811 . AaK2LJQa {d2NIF2NR KI 3
transport links to London, the M25,

Cambridge and, due to its proximity to

Stansted Airport, many international

destinations. It$ well positioned in relation to

(KS ''YQa Y2ad ReylrYAO §02y
inadequate supply of modern business space

to accommodate the potential for

employment growth but relatively low

unemployment. There is some tension
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between those who wish to sdecal
employment opportunities expand, and those
who are concerned that expansion does not
damage the attributes which make the town
attractive.

2.8.1.2 The town centre still has the
character of a historic market town. Whilst it
has suffered, like many otherspm a
movement towards online and out of town
shopping, the occupancy rates remain high.
The Neighbourhood Plan contains policies
which seek to ensure that the centre remains
a vibrant and attractive focus for both retail
and other activities.

282 Objectives

9 Create new employment opportunities for
local residents while protecting amenities
for residents

9 Create a welcoming, prosperous and
dynamic town centre through attractive
development and integrated
refurbishment

1 Support development in the town and
commercal areas to ensure sustainable
employment diversity

29 TOWN CENTRE

291 Objectives

9 Create a more attractive pedestrian
environment reconnecting with the river.

1 Promote a holistic parking strategy
balancing the needs of residents,
businesses and visitors with tlimapact on
the environment.

I Produce a framework for retail between
national chains and independent shops.

1 Identify flexible and adaptable
SYLX 28YSyid dzaSa G2
economy.

1 To provide a balanced mix of residential,
cultural, leisure and businesses within
the Town Centre.

3t 2f AOASa
3.1 CLIMATE CHANGE

311 I ntroduct.

3111 ¢KA& TFTANERG
Stortford Neighbourhood Plarspecifically
recognises the importance of tackling climate
change both in terms of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions to mimise future global

climate change, and planning for the
unavoidable local impacts of climate change.

on

Every planning application should be assessed

through the prism of the necessity to do
everything possible to reduce the impact of
climate change.

NEOA&GAZY 27

312 Obj evceffo enabl e

Bi shopbés Stortford to

significant contribut.
reducing climate chang
respond to East Herts

Council 6s commi t ment t
the whole of the Distr
becoming carbon neutr a
2030.

3.1.2.1 To quote from the recentie}2 NI = W! Y

K2dzZaAy3aY CAG F2N GKS ¥Fdzidz
I 2YYAGGSS 2y T EAYFGS | Kb y:

technology exists to deliver homes that are
low-carbon, energy efficient and climate
resilient, with safe air quality and moisture
levels. The costs are not prohibgivand
getting design right from the outset is vastly
cheaper and more feasible than having to
NEGNBTFAG €F 0SNIDE

& dZBJIL22NSincdittie EastiHerts Y aal Plan was

adopted in 2018, a number of local initiatives

have been taken in relation to climate change.



Herts County @uncil declared a climate
emergency in July 2019 and adopted a new
Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy in early
2020. East Herts Council declared a Council
Change Motion in July 2019. The policies
below are in line with and will help to achieve
the nationaltargets set iy the Climate Change
Act. They look forward to an intention by East
Herts Council to adopt similar policies.

3.1.2.3 New developments must therefore
be planned for zero carbon emissions from
now, even if the initial costs are increased. In
cases wheg it is genuinely impossible to
achieve net zero carbon on site, the final
option is to offset any remaining estimated
CO2 emissions through allowable solutions (at
present through S106 agreements).
Retrofitting is more expensive in the long run,
so it isessential to adopt the right approach
from the beginning.

CC11i1 Carbon Emissions
a) Every development should at a minimum

contribute no greenhouse emissions in use
(net zero carbon) and, unless demonstrably
unviable, provide a net export of electricity to
the grid. In cases where it imfeasible or
unviableto achieve net zero carbon on site,
any remaining estimated CO2 emissions must
be offset through allowable solutions (at
present through S106 agreements).

3124 Wb Si
calculated by ensurintpat the solar pv on a
dwelling displaced as much carbon as is
emitted by the electricity, so that the
electricity consumed bg dwvelling (including
charging of electric vehicleahd the

electricity generated by the solar pv would
"net" off over a whole gar.A carbon

reduction plan should be submitted as part of
any major developmerapplication

3.1.2.5 Local sources of clean energy are a
low impact way to provide a sustainable

| SNBE OFNDP2YQ 42dd R 3% nce in

Shared Policies

method of reducing reliance on finite fossil
fuel reserves and should therefore be
encouraged. These would contribute to
climate change mitigation by decarbonising
part of the energy supplyhey could be part
either of a newbuild or a retrofit in a
renovation project, or as an entirely separate
scheme. Developer contributions will be
sowght to fund new schemes.

CC2i Small scale energy production
schemes
b) Proposals for individual and community

scale sustainable and renewable energy
regeneration particularlysolar photovoltaic
panels, local biomass facilities, anaerobic
digestions and wootlel products will be
supported subject to the following criteria:

9 the siting and scale of the proposed
development is appropriate to its setting
and position in the wider landscape

1 the proposed development does not create
an unacceptable impact on tr@menities
of local residents;

9 the proposed development does not have
an unacceptable impact on the biodiversity
of the area.

[atN

T A O2YLINRYAAS

iKS aANBSY

313 ObjecfToveuild
t he
unavoi dabkecbhbhhnmat
mi tigate climate chang
moderate or avoid harn
exploit beneficial opp

(@]}

t own

3.1.3.1 Much of the existing building stock
has poor energy characteristics and
improvements which address this should be
encouraged.

3.1.3.2 There is a potential conét between
such improvements and considerations of

8
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aesthetics and conservation and there is a risk
that insufficient weight is given to climate
change in such cases. This risks preserving the
visual characteristicgf buildings which are

not fit for purpose for a future which will be
severely compromised by the effects of
climate change, an objective which ultimately
is fruitless. Policy CC3 is designed to redress
this balance so that addressing climate change
is considered to be paramount unless the
effects of so doing are overwhelmingly
adverse.

3.1.3.3 Alterations to existing buildings must
be designed with energy reduction in mind
and comply with sustainable design and
construction standards. The sensitive
retrofitting of energy efficiency measures and
the appropriate use of micraenewables in
historic buildings will be encouraged, including
the retrofitting of listed buildings, buildings of
solid wall or traditional construction and
buildings within conservation areas, whilst
safeguarding the special charadstics of
these heritage assets for the future.

CC3i Modifications to Existing

Buildings

a) All modificationgo existing buildings to
mitigate against climate change are supported
unequivocally, unless the development can be

shown to result irsignificantharm.

3.1.3.4 Buildingsalso need to be protected
against the effects of future climate change,
including rising temperatures, scarcity of
water and increased flood risk.

3.1.3.5 The Committee for Climate Change
report warns about the resilience of our
buildings to the &ects of climate change:
GOFF2NL& G2 FRFELWG GKS
impacts of the changing climate: for higher
average temperatures, flooding and water
scarcity, are also lagging far behind what is
needed to keep us safe and comfortable, even

as these climate change risks grow. Around
4.5m homes overheat, even in cool summers;
1.8 million people live in areas at significant
NAal] 2F FE22RAy 3L O

CC4 1 Design for the Future Climate
a) Every development should be designed to

be resilient to the unavoidable ¢al impacts
of climate changeThese impacts should
include all thosenticipated at the time of the
development for its design liféfhese design
measures shouldvoid unacceptable impacts
on neighbouring properties.

3.2 HOUSING AND DESIGN

321 |

3.2.1.1 Bisho® a
architectural styles that present an attractive
and recognisable local character.

ntroducti on

3.2.1.2 Although each housing estate retains
a character typical of the period in which it
was built, subsequent infill and modernisation
have resulted imn enormous vaety of styles
and appearances.

3.2.1.3 The District Plan 2018 establishes
the amount of development required to meet
YySSRa Ay . AaK2LIQa
district. This is not something that can be
meaningfully influened by this
Neighbourh@d Plan.

3.2.1.4 The Neighbourhood Plan focuses on
shaping how development is brought forward
to ensure that growth which complements
and enhances the unique character of the
town can take place in a way which does not
undermine the main purpose of the Green

:B?}tiﬂ grev&n&ingzgnfoytgalle% udbgnés?rawé. 2

322 0Objectives

3.2.2.1 The objectives underlying the
policies in this chapter are grouped under the
headings below:

{G2NIF2NR Kl & I

{G2NIF20

iKS



Bishop’s Stortford Neighbourhood Plan

Shared Policies

f Promote an attractive and harmonious ObjectProemote an attrac
fAGAYy3a SY@ANRYYSYyl NB@adlyihay molinkiSo GzsylQiavi ng
heritage environment recogni sin

1 Promote highfunctionality and quality towbs heritage

within the living environment 3222 . AaK2LIQa {G2NIF2NR KI i
character liked by its residents and well
represented within the Neighbourhood Area.
Some areas feature generous gardens and on
9 Protect and enhance newly discovered the edge of the built up area open spaces
archaeological sites allow the town to blend gradually into its rural
hinterland. In these areas it is expected that
any developments will enhance this transition
through the use of Garden City principles. The

9 Provide housing for all and create
community cohesion

Figure 1¢ Development Areas ldentified in the emerging District Plan

10

Gour town - your plan
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ongoing presence of a GreerlBtransition 3.2.2.7 All development must comply with
together with the town bypass creating its Regulation 10(1)(b) of the Town and Country

own boundary will help to keep the scale and Planning (Local Planning) (England)

OKIF NI OGSNI 2F . AaK2LIQa Régalatidnd 20NRs amanddd4 whithardgdiresh O
market town and to prevent urban sprawl. that in local plans and supplementary

planning documents, regard be had for the
objectives of preveting major accidents and
limiting the consequences of such accidents
for human health and the environment.
Within the Neighbourhood Plan area there is
the potential for land allocation to encroach
on the consultation zones around a National
Grid Gas PLGpeline detailed in Appendix 6.

3.2.2.3 Hertfordshire is the home of the
Garden City and, although the ahater of the
Neighbourhood Area was never intended as
such, the predominance of green open spaces
towards the edge accord with those of a
mature Garden suburb. The Garden City
approach to planning balances lower density
of development often around the e@gof

towns with relatively higher density towards
the centres. It also incorporates its own green
infrastructure (e.g. gardens, parks,
landscaping) so as to create a smooth
transition between that and the rural
hinterland beyond, with gardens of a size
commensurate with the scale and type of
dwelling.

3.2.2.4 Comments from local residents show

support for lower density developments and HDP1 i Residential development and
show support for the view that landscaping redevelopment

and trees create an attractive environment. a) New residential development will be
supported as long as it is found to be meeting
the findings of the latest Strategic Housing
Market Assessment and subject to Local and
Neighbourhood Plan policies in force. It is
envisaged such housing will come forward
through utilising opportunities for infill and
brownfield development wherever possible

3.2.2.6 It contains a number of commercial and through Slgnlflcant developmentsS on the
and other areas with premises that are no outer edge of the built up area.

longerfit for purpose, or that are poorly sited

for good connectivity to the transport

network. Priority should be given to using

ddzOK WoNRgYyFASERQ &aAdS

suitable alternative premises arise elsewhere

in the Town and that opportunities for

increasing the extent and quality of local c) Brownfield development and the

employment are forthcoming. redevelopnent of existing residential
properties to create higher density shall be
supported subject to the achievement of high

3.2.2.5 East Hertfordshire District Council
has a Stategic Land Availability Assessment
(SLAA) process to identify and appraise sites
that come forward through a consultation
process with landowners and other
stakeholders.

b) Developnent Proposals beyond the existing
edge of the built up area should be designed

to incorporate the principles of Garden Citiq\sr? 3R
(as defined in the glossary in Appendix 4 and

as applicable to the size of development)

11



quality design that meets the requirements of
other policies and does not compromise to an
unacceptable level the amenity value in either
neighbouring properties or for the future
occupiers of the proposed development.

3228 . AaK2L)Qa
receive the very best, attractive and
sustainable development. Building for Life 12,
a Governmenbacked industry standard for
well-designed haes and neighbourhoods, is
an effective way of achieving high quality
through compliance with policy. The standard
sets out twelve criteria to assess the quality of
a development scheme. The District Plan 2018
acknowledges the value of lifetime homes.
ProRg al f a
Stortford should follow the Building for Life 12
principles and aim to be exemplary, ideally
scoring twelve out of twelve greens when
assessed against these criteria. In this context
I WIANBSYQ | 3l AY &éns |
that all relevant recommendations for that
criterion are met.

3.2.29

3.2.2.10 Appendix 5 contains a summary of
the AECOM Heritage and Character
Assessment for the Neighbourhood Area
divided up to describe the land and townscape
features of each subrea. As developants
arise in any sufarea, it is expected that the
Key Character Management Principles
applicable for that sudarea will guide
developers in designing suitable buildings,
streets and spaces for their location and to
identify areas without a positive stylghere a
more innovative approach can be used.

3.2.2.11 The National Planning Policy
Framework places considerable importance to
the setting of heritage assets, not just the
assets themselves, and this is particularly
important in the Neighbourhood area where
a lage number of listed buildings create a

{ G2 NI T2NR

O2YAy3a F2NII NR

Shared Policies

unique historic character that extends beyond
the boundary of the Conservation Area.

3.2.2.12 For sites near to or in the

Conservation Area, it is expected that planning

decisions will reflect the advice given in

Histriz o R Yy RV B & LIz f AOF A2y W

OYPBANBYYSYylG Ay [20Ft tfl ye
advice supersedes it, in conjunction with the
CAAK2LIQa {G2NIF2NR / 2y &SN

Appraisal (CAA). The CAA is expected to guide
developers in designing new buildings as
appropriate br their historic settings. It also
identifies many unlisted buildings that make a
positive contribution to the character of the
area and which do not enjoy the same
prbtgction Asdisked huildidngs. Such buildings
need to be properly maintained and presedve
to keep the essential character of the area.

HDP2 1 Setting and character of

3 Lgbuildings, streets and spaces

a) For all development proposals in and
adjacent to the Conservation Areas, schemes
must follow the relevant styles and materials
set out in the Coservation Area Character
Appraisal. Such schemes will require special
sensitivity in recognising the significance of
their historic settings to be supported.
Schemes involving the demolition of unlisted
buildings that make a positive contribution to
the @nservation Area, as denoted in section 7
- Management Proposals in the Conservation
Area Appraisal, will not be supported except
where the contribution from replacement
buildings is comparable or better, or where
the public benefit of the replacement same

in terms of its appearance and design or the
viable use of the site outweighs the harm

b) Developments which can generally
demonstrate high quality and empathy with
their setting within the Neighbourhood Area
will be encouraged. This means schemes will
be supported if

12
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1 They follow the Character Management
principles described in Appendix 5,
depending on the Townscape Character
Area (TCA) of the site

1 They are accompanied by a Building for Life
12 Assessment and that score green or
amber against all agigable criteria. An
amber score will only be acceptable where
it is accompanied by a clear justification in
terms of local circumstances or viability
explaining why a green score cannot be
achieved.

1 Buildings, streets and spaces can be shown
to relate well to their location and
surroundings, particularly in prominent
areas.

1 Where possible, they keep the routes of
existing roads and lanes to provide
continuity with the history and morphology
of the local area.

¢) Innovative designs of a high quality das
used, where it can be demonstrated that they
also contribute positivgl to the immediate
surroundings

323 Objecti ve:
functionality and
the Il iving envi

3.2.3.1 The achievement of high quality
through good design, whether on thethiled
scale within homes or on the wider scale for,
say crime prevention, is encouraged by
looking to meet or exceed current standards
as they evolve. Best practice design principles
shall be followed to ensure current and future
functional and serviceeeds are anticipated,
thereby avoiding subsequent disruptive
changes and contributing to the sustainability
of the neighbourhood in the long term.

3.2.3.2 Sport England with Public Health
England have produced Active Design
guidance detailing how good urban design

13

practice can deliver built environments that
are enjoyable to live in and encourage healthy
fATSatetSad . AaK2LIQa
by its existing sport facilities, poorly
connected neighbourhoods and community
infrastructure, as indicated intber relevant
sections of this Plan, so it is particularly
important that new developments seek to
redress this imbalance by following such good
practice.

3.2.3.3 The aim is for new development to
deliver homes that are fit for purpose. This
can relate to simply having enough space, for
example for visitors and guests to promote
social interaction, for bikes and push chairs to
encourage sustainable transport andstwore
sorted waste awaiting collection under the
multiple wheelie bin local policy. Consultation
has revealed that homes need more space and
it is recommended that the Nationally
Described Space Standard in the optional
DCLG Technical Housing Standardsésl.

3.2.3.4 Recent changes in local lighting
times have resulted in concerns about night
GAYS alfFsSte | yR

lighting in new developmentis is able to alla
a7 new HevEpmEnES S &) y
those fears.

ronment

3.2.3.5 In order to mitigate thempacts of
new development on climate change,
development proposals should demonstrate
how they will ensure that new dwellings and
business premises include enesggving and
carbon dioxide reducing measures that at
least match, and ideally exceed, proposed
regulations.

3.2.3.6 Some residents of the town have
complained that unadopted roads in recent
new developments have needed costly
arrangements for road maintenance that
could be avoided if built to a proper standard.

{ 42N

aSOdzNR G & ¢
Pr om Osltorgord.Ht is |51|%)rtant that the quality of
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3.2.3.7 The Environment Agency have said nine principles of active design as detailed

the Neighbouhood Area is part of a wider GAOUKAY {LR2NI 9y3flyRQasz
I NS+ dzy RSNJ WaS@SNB g4I (i  Guidance (2015) have been addressed by
recommend the DCLG Optional Technical using theActive Design checklist

Standard for Water Efficiency should be
applied through NP policy. Although the
District Plan 2018 covers water conservation
generally, the local naterof the issue argues
for its specific inclusion in the Plan.

9 Street lighting should achieve the standard

as described in the Secured by Design

Lz f AOF A2y W[ AIKIAY3I ! 3

subsequent documents which explicitly

supersede this.
3.2.3.8 Following the May 2016 House of
/| 2YY2ya NBa2SOlGAz2y 27F |
on SUDS (Sustainable Drainage Systems),
where they suggested removing the automatic
right of developers to connect to plic
sewers for surface water and encourage SUDS
on every development, the Lords accepted an
amendment. This now means the Secretary of

b) On sites that have a favourable sotghst

to southrwed developers will be encouraged

to incorporate the use of solar energy
generation. On all sites the use of solar energy
or other sources of renewable energy will be
supported, where it does not conflict with

other development plan policies

State must carry out a review of the planning c) All roads on ew developments will be
legislation, government planning policy expected to meet the criteria for adoption set
(introduced in April 2015) and aiing local out by the Highways Authority

planning policies concerning sustainable d) All schemes are expected to follow the
drainage. principles described belaw

3.2.3.9 The Stort riveruns through the 1 Development must utilise the most
Neighbourhood Plan area and has a history of sustainable forms of drainage systems in
flooding in the town centre and of water accordancewith the SUDS hierarchy,
runoff towards its flood plain, so it is vital that unless there are practical engineering
developments follow SUDS water reasons for not doing so.

management principles to minimise any _ )
adverse impact. A hierarchy 8fistainable T Development should aim to achieve

Urban Drainage appears in the District Plan eI E ratgs it GRS i
2018 in Table 23.1 surface water ruroff is managed as close

to its source as possible

HDP3 1 Design standards  Drainage should be digged and
a) In addition to other applicable criteria for implemented in ways that deliver other

design assessment, development will be policy objectives of this Plan, including
required to meet all of the following criteria water use efficiency and quality

unless they include a de justification for not biodiversity, amenity and recreation. The
meeting the standard provision of balancing ponds as part of an

{ For all significant developmerits area of public open space for recreation or

developers must demonstrate how the first wildlife should be designed to ensure the
safety of other users of the space. Where

SUDS are provided as part of a

! See Appendix 4Glossary
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development, applicants should detail how
it will be maintained in the long term

Where practicable, SUDS should be
designed to ensure the sumhable
drainage networks have the additional
capacity required to cope with infrequent
adverse weather conditions and therefore
reduce flood risk

324 Objective: Provi
housing for al/l an
community cohesi on

3.2.4.1 The future housing mix policy within
the Dstrict Plan 2018 is identified through the
West Essex and East Hertfordshire Strategic
Housing Market Assessment Sept 2015
(SHMA), which sets out the Objectively
Assessed Housing Need (OAHN) over the Plan
period, forecasting requirements to 2033.

3.2.4.2 The Distict Council also uses other
sources of information to forecast housing
demand within the District, including its own
Housing Needs survey of residents carried out
in Q4 of 2014 to identify current and future
demand within the District and sudreas. The
k2 FAYRAY3I FTNRY GKI{
Stortford (based on 180 respondents) is that it
has a strong demand for affordable housing,
LI NI A Odzf F N & FYz2y3ai
(those not living independently but who wish
to do so), indicating a lack of afflable

homes within the area.

3.2.4.3 Comments from local residents
shows the following:

9 Strong preference for-2 bedroom homes
1 Positive demand for bungalows
9 Less preference for 4/5 bedroom homes

1 Positive demand for shared ownership

15

de
d 3.2(f1.f1 é[hg ff:lcbthat theNeighbourhood

Area is only 15 minutes travel time to the
major employment centre of Stansted Airport
and less than 45 minutes to London and
Cambridge along the M11 corridor means that
housing demand is likely to exceed the District
average. Feedback frorndal people,
particularly young people starting families,
shows difficulty in obtaining a place to live is a
major concern.

3.2.4.5 The 2011 Census figures also show
that the Neighbourhood Area has more
families with one or two dependent children
and less two toliree bedroom homes,
compared to the East Hertfordshire District
average. This argues for housing mix to be

& dEdlgaeawdy FN fourofilichedddm

homes towards those with two or three
bedrooms. Paragraph d) of policy HDP4

¥ @ dichtesThbwl sapBly f6r 3rezReamifyzhbubed Q
could be increased by building small
bungalows as part of the housing mix.

3.2.4.6 The high demand for housing
coupled with the large difference between
affordable home provision policy and the
current provision clearly supports the need for
a pragmac and sensitive approach to

dwelling mix policy implementation. This
needs to take account of the local conditions
driving demand and the nature of the area
itself to avoid damaging both its character and
social fabric.



3.2.4.7 The policy for Dwelling Mix Straje
requires an assessment to be carried out by
developers of how the mix they propose
meets with local needs, within the whole of

. AaK2LlQa
certain size. The assessment should be part of
the Design and Access statement and el
NEJASESR
formal decision making process for planning
applications, taking into account local factors
such as affordability and availability of market
homes and the trend of affordable housing

waiting lists. Toavoid KS Wt SI 11 3SQ

affordable properties back into the open
market, only schemes that allow the retention
of affordable homes through buyback by
providers, or other appropriate measures will
be supported.

3.2.4.8 The Selbuild and Custom
Housebuilding Act 2015 obliges Planning
Authorities to keep a register of those seeking
to acquire land to build a home. It is expected
that the register for East Hertfordshire will be
used as a guide to the demand for such land
when assessing the proportion of market
housing allocated for this type of building in
new developments as they come forward.

HDP4 i Dwelling mix strategy
a) On schemes where there is a net gain of

five or more homes, developers are required
to submit a vellings Mix Strategy as part of
the Design and Access Statement with any
planning application. The strategy must clearly
demonstrate how the proposed development
addresses the objectively identified needs
GAOUKAY . A&aK2LQa
needs including those for all forms of market

{G2NITFT2NRE T2

Fa LI NG 2F GK

{ 2 NI T 2eNEMS. ¢ KA &

Shared Policies

principaly relate to those where osite
provision will clearly compromise the
deliverability of the scheme, in which case
developer contributions would be sought

towards oftsite provision of affordable

housing

c) Schemes of any size must consider the

unfulfilled demand for bungalows, particular‘lyQ
for sites close to similar dwellings. Developers

must justify on firm evidence, for reasons
other than just viability, why a site is not
suitable for bungalows

d) All schemes shall consider alternative types

of purchase funohg such as seljuild for
market housing. The Sdduild Register should
be used to assess the level of demand in an
area to determine the proportion of land
given over to such type of building, along with
other relevant factors such as the size,
position, accessitlity and terrain of the site

3.2.4.9 As a commuter town primarily for
[ 2y R2Yy X odzi |t az
Stortford sometimes suffers from a lack of
GO2YYdzyAlGee o
a way to encourage stability and social
cohesion bymaking it easier to avoid
unnecessary uprooting of households to

WdzLJa AT SQ 2NJ WR2gyail SQo

housing standards, applied through building
regulations M(2), have superseded the
Lifetime Homes definition, and the District
Plan 2018 advocatesflexible approach to the
proportion of homes built to this standard.
However, the case for building a significant
proportion of wheelchair adaptable homes
Ydzai O2 @SNJ

FYR WITT2NRIGESQ K2dzAy3

b) On all such schemes, affordable housing
will, other than in exceptional circumstances,
be provided orsite as part of the residential
development. Exceptional circumstances will

16
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3.2.4.10 Although there is no evidence that
the proportion of disabled households in the
Neighbowhood Area differs significantly from

that of the East Herts Council average, there is

evidence from engagement with disabled
groups within the town that it is difficult to
find suitable accommodation for those with
specialist needs. It is therefore impartt that
opportunities arising from developments
make a contribution to this provision through
S106 or CIL contributions.

3.2.4.11 Integration of such accommodation
into residential areas is encouraged to
promote security, diversity, inclusion and
community cohesin, as recommended during
consultation with housing providers.

HDP5 1 Building for the community
a) Housing for Older and Vulnerable People

will be expected to be

9 In a suitable location where access to a
choice of sustainable travel options is
available

1 Within walking distance, on a safe and
level route or within easy reach by
passenger transport, to town centre shops
and services

I Well integrated with existing communities
through the sharing of space and public
access to services

1 Of a noninstitutional, safe and stimulating
design, which meets not only the needs of
its future residents, but also the staff who

17

work there and the visitors who may use it
as a community resource

b) Where new community facilities are being
constructed in association with regiditial
development the timing of their
commissioning should ensure they are
available for the new and existing community
from the start of occupation or, where it can
be clearly demonstrated that this is not viable
or practicable, in accordance with an egd
phasing policy which will deliver facilities at
the earliest stage at which it would be viable

325 Protect and
newly discovered
site

3.2.5.1 Bishop's Stortford has numerous
archaeological sites dating from the early
prehistoric through to lhe Later Iron Age,
Roman and Medieval periods. Existing Local
and emerging District Plans have the policies
to ensure that new development sites with
archaeological potential can be investigated to
determine if important archaeological remains
(‘heritage @sets') are present. These policies
are considered sufficient to enable
appropriate mitigation measures (further
surveys, excavations, etc.) to be put in place.

3252 . AaK2LJQa {G2NITFT2NR
take priority on exhibiting any remains found,
unless the finds of such scale and importance
that it needs its own premises to conserve and
display the finds.

HDP6 1 Archaeology
a) Should new archaeological finds occur, that

are worthy of reclamation or display, an
appropriate contribution will be sought from
the developers towards the costs of whatever
methods are deemed by Hertfordshire County
Council to be most appropriate to curate the
finds, where it meets the legal requirements
for section 106 contributions

enhance
ar cha



3.3 CONTRIBUTIONS TO
COMMUNITY
INFRASTRUCTURE

3.3.11 . A & K pitfifedihas{a range of
infrastructure needs and egoing
requirements. In order to make sure there is a
consistent approach to community
infrastructure and to ensure that the
objectives within the Neighbourhood Plan are
supported with any future developnms
proposals, financial contributions should be
made accordingly

CI1 Contributions to Infrastructure and
Community Facilities
a) Where policies in this plan require

contributions to new or improved community
infrastructure or community facilities, they

will be made through planning obligations in
accordance with Policy DEL1 of the East Herts
District Plan 2018 where they comply with the
Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations
2010 and any subsequent amendments to
them.

34 GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

341 Il ntroducti on

3.4.1.1 Green infrastructure is described in
the National Planning Policy Framework 2019
6btt CO | & WI fugcBoabgeld
space, urban and rural, which is capable of
delivering a wide range of environmental and

Shared Policies

natural and ecologicaprocesses and is
integral to the health and quality of life in
sustainable communities. It provides habitats
for and aids migration of wildlife, flood water
storage, urban cooling and local access to
shady outdoor space as well as creating
attractive spaes for recreatiorf2

3413 . AaK2LJQa {G2NITFT2NRQa
Plan areas include a rich and wide variety of
green space resources, such as parks, play
areas, sports fields, allotments, woodland,
meadows and the River Stort. These make up
the larger partofthdi 2 6 y Qa 3INB Sy
infrastructure but smaller features such as
hedgerows, small groups of trees, public
gardens, watercourses and connecting paths
also play an important parh forming a green
infrastructure network

3.4.1.4 The rapid expansion of the town has
increasel the demand on its existing green
spaces and will continue to do sbhis is

having detrimental impacts on some locations,
for example on Southern Country Park on the
south west side of town where footpaths can
become difficult to traverse in wet weather
because of heavy use, despite the efforts of
the volunteer team spreading wood chippings
on a regular basis.

3.4.1.5 East Herts District Plan policy BISH1
provides for a minimum of 4,426 new homes

AY . AaKz2Lla
2011 to 2033. That regpsents an increase in

2 Popatizfn df About 10,000 on the 2011

population of about 38,000: a greater than
25% increase. The large areas of farmland

quality of life benefits for local commiénii A S & @ being given over to development is inevitably

3.4.1.2 East Herts District Plan 2018 includes
a fuller definition in Appendix C Glossary as
follows:

Wreen Infrastructure is a strategic network of
multi-functional greenspacdyoth newand
existing,rural and urban,whichsupports

reducing habitats, views across countryside
and the sense of ge. A recent and
controversial case has been the felling of a
line of mature trees on Whittington Way to
T2NY | 00SaasSa
Park development.
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3.4.1.10 Local green infrastructure can
contribute in a small way to limiting climate
change and more substantially to increasing
local resilience.

3.4.1.11 Developers need to play their part in
achieving this vision.

3.4.1.12 The objectives and policies set out
below sek to contribute at the local level.

3.4.1.6 Additional green infrastructure and 342 Objectives

careful management of what the town already 3.4.2.1 The objectives underlying the

has wil be needed to address this pressure. policies in this chapter are organised under
3.4.1.7 Climate change is recognised as the headings below

causing a number of problems including 1 In atime of climate emergency, protect
prolonged periods of heat stress and drought, and enhance the contributions that green
and increased storminess and flood risk. infrastructure makes to reducingimate
3.4.1.8 lItis widely recognised that green change and adapting to it.

infrastructure can contbute to climate 1 Protect and enhance green infrastructure
change management. The NPPF states in for the many benefits it provides.

Of  dzZAS wmpn GKIFIG WbS¢é RSGSt2LIVSYyld &aK2dAZ R 068

planned for in ways that: a) avoid increased T P_rOt'_:"Ct ar]d gn anf:e W'Id“fé and
vulnerability to the range of impacts arising biodiversity, including the River Stort

from climate change. When new development 9 Protect and enhance access and

is brought forward in aas which are connections to green infrastructure and
vulnerable, care should be taken to ensure the surrounding countryside and the River
that risks are managed through adaptation Stort

measures, including through the planning of . . . .
A g - . . Provide essential community facilities

ANBESY AYFNI adNHzOU dzNBTX3¢

1 Maintain and enhance the flood mitigation

3.4.1.9 National and local government . .
function of green infrastructure

initiatives and policies are being directed at

reversing he degradation of our natural 343 Objectinva: ti me of
environment and to reducing and managing cl i mat e emergency, pro
climate change, as seen in the NPPF clause enhance the contributi

149etfseq.and|In!Ea.stH.er.tsD|st(;|ctPlan. greenfrastructure make
20_18, (3rvex.’.amp’e1nv|tsV|S|on and Strategic reducin g climate.c)
ho2SOuUA@BSa F2NJI HNnoo AUSY, MM WEKS 5A3uUNRAROUQA
) . . : adapting to 1t.

rich ard varied green infrastructure centred in

the river valleys will have been reconnected 3.4.3.1 The need for urgent action to

and enhanced and its mudtiinctionality address climate change has been recognised
protected providing increased resilience to by all levels of government. Hence a new
changing climates, improved ecological section on Climate Change is included in the
connectivity and new spaces for recreation revised Neighbourhood Plaigsee above)

andf SA & dzNB ®Q requiring developers to implement climate
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change mitigation and adaption measures in 1 Opportunities for recreation and

their proposals to which reference should be movement from place to place that
made. reduces the need for travel by car
3432 Ly . AaKz2Lla {02 NI T 2 Nhodiakdnanagement and tree planting
consequences of climate change include the that absorbs carbon, improves air quality
increased risks of drought, heat stress and povides shade

pressure on water supplies and flooding. This . . .
o A M ide variety qf itats for nature that
A& NBO23IVA&SR Ay (KS ¢§[6A2N?za§z o hapitats
_ . . has been displaced or is undéreat
constitutional policies on Climate Change . . .
. . including waterbased habitat
which apply to the land and properties the

Council owns, manages or is responsible for. 1 Space for sustainable drainage and flood

Its policies are aimed particularly at risk mitigation

1 Reducing energy consumption and using 1 Land for local food production reducing
renewable sources and food miles

f Reducing water consumption and planting 3.4.3.7 Developers are alreadgquired by
droughtresistant plant species in its parks various District Plan policies to provide or
and green spaces. contribute to elements of green infrastructure

) such as play areas, sports facilities, allotments,
3.4.3.3 Local concern about climate change piay P

and the need to address it is also evidenced by Si?ts:]nable drzglnagiriyft(:mspar}d rtzﬁ;nllng
the Bisho@ad { G2NIF2NR /€ AYF 58 99??3)“5? B4 Rl

. . . belowencourags developers to increase the
This was formed in 2015 with the purpose of . .
. . . . long-term resilience of their developments
increasing understanding of and encouraging and the wider community brmakin
FOGAZY 2y (GKS A&adsSo @i&%#ﬂ Wider communit omnaking 3, 4

o o icantincrea® inoverall green
priorities is to support tree planting in the . L .
area infrastructure provision in their proposals

from the outset of the design process.

3.4.3.4 Green infrastructure can help

mitigate and adapt to climate change. East GIP1 1 Utilising Green Infrastructure to
Herts District Plan 2018 recognises this in its mitigate and adapt to climate change
climate change policies, for example in clause ~ &)All major developments shall provide a
22.2.2 which describes measures to address meaningful increase in the existing green
2 GSNK S| i A ypioviding gddeizR A y 3 Y infrastructure within its development site
infrastructure including woodlands, orchards (green infrastructure meaning the green

street trees and green landscaping, parks, featyres on the site tha’? delivgr _
sports grounds, allotments, and green rogfs. envirormental and quality of life benefits for
the local community: including but not limited

to woodland, copses, individual trees,
hedgerows, meadows, watercourses, ponds,
meadows, grassland, allotments, playing

3.4.3.5 Policies BISH7 and BISH10 both
NE |j dznd$&aping and tree planting to
reduce urban heat island effedt<

3.4.3.6 Green infrastructure contributes to fields,sports grounds and rural patjsinless
mitigating and adaptig to climate changa a it can be clearly shown that this is not
variety of ways, for example by providing: technically deliverable or financially viable.
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b) The green infrastructure to be considered
for this purpose shall be, as far as reasonably
possible, publicly accessible so that the
benefits can be enjoyed by all (iexcluding
private gardens).

¢) A meaningful increase, as a guide, might be
at least a 20% increase in the combined area
of such features for a previously undeveloped
site that already has a network of green
features or 10% of the area of a site with no
pre-existing green infrastructure; or the
equivalent on other land under the control of
the developer within the neighbourhood plan
area or its proximity: subject to compliance
with other requirements of District Plan and
this Neighbourhood Plan.

d) Proposaldgor major developmentshould
include

1 an assessment of existing green
infrastructure on the site (form,
extent/quartity, benefits provided by it),

9 proposals for retaining and enhancing
existing green features and for achieving
the meaningfuincrease requiredby clause
a)above

i assessment of climate change benefits and
resilience of the ifrastructure, and

9 proposed arrangements for future long
term maintenance of all green
infrastructure during and post completion
of development.

344 ObjectProeect
enhamaoeen I
the many benefits

3.4.4.1 As noted in the NPPF, green
infrastructure contributes to promoting
healthy and safe communities. Accordingly,
protection of green spaces and other features
from inappropriate development is provided
by various measures and designations in the
planning system. Of particular application at a
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nfrastru

local level is the opportunity provided by the

NPPF clause 100) for local authorities to

designate valued and significant green areas

Fa [ 20Ff DiotB&mwple pechuseSasz W

of their beauty, historic significance,

recreational value (including as a playing

FASTROZT GNIYylidzAftfAdle 2N NI

3442 . AaK2L)JQa {G2NITF2NRQa 7
neighbourhood plans made in 2014 andlBO
designated a few such sites.

3.4.4.3 East Herts Council have also used the
District Plan 2018 to designate as Local Green

{LJ) OS &ASOSNIt INBlFLa 2F . Az
whichitreferst- & WINBSYy ¢SR3ISaQ
WT A Y 3SNE Qfdundok Bi&Disticty o6 S

tfly LR2tAOE YIL&A 2y 9l ad |

website and will beseen to be large areas that
extend from the edges of the town towards
the urban centre.

3.4.4.4 Following the Hearing Sessions of
the District Plan examination, East Herts
District Council was asked to consider further
its approach to these desigtions and did so
by way of d_ocal Green Space Noféis
describes how it had been a losstanding
policy intention to protect these green
wedges from inappropriate development and
that this had been done in 1991 by way of
Green Belt designation, the pdiple of which
was carried though the 1999 and 2007 Local
Plans.

3.4.4.5 TheLocal Green Space Natkso

an Gcommentedon the charactepf each of the

roposed wedges describing their proximity to
fecsi%er%{iaﬂ dgvgelgjcpmoer{t; theg footpalljths, de;/ire
IFnes &hd PBollc hlgﬂ]& V§ay that run

thought them; the green routes they provide;
and the open settings afforded to the
conservation area and listed buildings.

3.4.4.6 The varied land uses within the
wedges was also described including equipped
play spaces, informal recreation areas,
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allotments, pocket woodlands, river 3.4.4.10 East Herts green wedges include 4 of
environments, sports fields, school grounds GKS ¢26y [ 2dzgit€shSofits | £ € 2 (0 Y€
and naturalised areas. The Council concluded equipped play areas as well as some sports

that despite their size they still have a very fields and parks. These neighbourhood plans

local character and use. Their designation as extend those designations to include other

Local Green Space was confirmed ia th areas in the town of similar value to the

adopted District Plan. community including the other allotments and

play spaces.

3.4.4.7 Many people have spoken of the
value to them of green spaces during the
covid19 pandemic when restrictions on travel
and opportunities for social contact were
reduced. Revision of the Neighbourhood Plans
presented an opportunityd review the sites
that had been designated in the original
Neighbourhood Plans arttle District Plan and
this has resulted in the addition of many

more, including smaller areaseeting

generally more local needs. 3.4.4.11 A numbe of other, generally

3.4.4.8 The locations of these additional smaller, green spaces are listed under policy
Local @Geen Spaces are shown in DLtH & WhiKSNI DNBSYy { LI O
bSAIKo2dz2NK22R tFy T2 NIJMeejthedeseripiign of Lgcal GrpenSpaRe as
and Part of Thorley {1Revision) Policy Maps. set out in the NPPF but are nevertheless
Descriptions of their character and special considered to be of local significance and
value to the local community are given in the value.Plans ad descriptions of these spaces
same document, demonstrating their are also given in the documents referred to
compliance witithe NPPF 2019 clause 100 above.

which requires that such designations should 3.4.4.12 Designation of these spaces is

only be used when the green spacet#:in supported by the responses (albeit limited in
reasonably close proximity to the community it hymber) to a preliminary survey conducted in
servesh) demonstrably special to a local late 2020 for revision of these Neighbourhood
community and holds a particular local Plans.

significancefor example because of its

beauty, historic significanceecreational GIP21 Local Green Spaces and other

value (including as a playing field), tranquillity green areas

or richnes®f its wildlife; ancc) local in a) The areas listeth 3.1.1 Designated

character and is not an extensive tract of Locations in Neighbourhood Plan for Silverleys
land Q and Meads WardandNeighbourhood Plan

for All Saints, Central, South and part of

Thorleyr N5 RS&aA3Aylr SR 0S%a Q[ 20
in accordance with the NPPF. Development

will be permitted only if it is consistent with

the function, character and use of the Local

Green Space to which it relatéss also

3.4.4.9 The proposed green space
descriptionsalso identify where the sites
contribute to the local wildlife network and
Wildlife corridors and stepping stor@kat
form connections in the network, as referred
to in NPPF Clause 174.
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required by East Herts District Plan policy
CFLR2 Local Green Space)

b) Devdopment which adjoins designated
Local Green Space (whether designated in
East Herts District Plan or these
Neighbourhood Plas), must preserve and
enhance wildlife corridors to a width to allow
sufficient biodiversity and habitat
conservation having regdro best practice

and advice from Natural England and/or other
appropriate expert organisations.

¢) There are a number of other areas that
have value as green spaces within the urban
environment, albeit of less significance than
designated Local Green Spacdhese areas
are listed in3.1.1 Designated Locations in
Neighbourhood Plan for Silverleys and Meads
WardsandNeighbourhood Plan for All Saints,
Central, South and part dhorley In
recognition of their value, for example, as
open spaces, landscapeatures, barriers to
noise, pedestrian or cycle routes, or wildlife
pockets or corridors, any development of

vary with some looking for peace and quiet in
anoutdoors environment whilst others want

to exercise and let off steam. Policy GIP3 seeks
to encourage proposals for enhancing green
infrastructure for leisure whilst recognising

the need to strike a balance between
competing uses, including allowing spdoe
nature to thrive.

3.4.4.14 East Herts District Plan policy NE4
describes the range of functions that Green
Infrastructure can have and the need for it to
be protected and enhanced. It refers in
particular to the potential adverse impacts of
providing lighting\Which might benefit
people) on nocturnal wildlife.

3.4.4.15 The River Stort is a great asset for
the town but is undetused as a landscape
feature and for leisure use, a view raised
consistently by local residents. Whilst steps
have been taken to rectify this sittian in
recent years, more could be done for which
Policy GIP3 welcomes proposals.

3.4.4.16 Waterside Stortford is a

GKSas W2 0 KSNJ INBS y NS ICO?I&%OI’&?I&'I toettween §ne &8§nl\{7ND}isH|é{ SR

only if the value and function to the
community of the land will be retained in the
development or wilbe provided on other land
within the proximity of the community they

Serve.

3.4.4.13 Increased use of green spaces,
particularly during the covid9 pandemic, has
Ffaz2 ONRdIAKO AdGa
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and Town Councils and other local and
environmental stakeholders. It has established
a riverside and couryside trail along the

River Stort from the relatively new Bat Willow
Hurst Country Park at the northern extent of
the town to Thorley Wash Nature Reserve in
the south. Signboards have been erected
along the route but there are sections where
accessibity could be improved (for example
for buggies and wheelchairs).

3.4.4.17 The River Stort Partnership is hosted
by Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust and
comprises public, private and charitable
organisations with interests in the river. Its
aim is to improve the vier for wildlife and
people and in order to promote this has
prepared the River Stort Catchment

OK It t &1gngosment Plan. Tng plgn gepiliesi s g g 5

number of projects aimed at improving the
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natural environment and opportunities for b) Proposals that seek to improve the leisure

people to enjoy it. One such is thewpath usage of the River Stort and that are

t N22S0O0 ¢6KAOK A& R®a ON.compliantwith the aims of the Stort NI W
KSt LI AYLINE@S I yR | Ol A @ CatchmentPlan and the River Lea Catchméri 2 LJQ &
Stortfordand proposes to provide a new Partnership and Waterside Stortfordlilbe

towpath surface for shared use. Another isthe  supported subject to compliance with other

Stort Navigation Reedbed project which aims policies. Such proposals could include

to restore and connet habitats up and

1 improvement of the canal and riverside
downstream of the town.

paths
3.4.4.18 The Stort is a globally rate habitat

. . o i access and signage and
and the Town Council has committed in its

Constitutional Policies 4.4 conservation of its I biodiversity enhancement initiatives.
hat.)it.a.t and promotion of biodiversity in its 3.4.4.19 It is increasingly being recognised
activities. that green infrastruture needs to be

maintained well and considered as a network
rather than as isolated pockets. It is only in
treating it as a network that its full potential
can be realised, providing for example, routes
for people to walk or cycle from place to place
awayfrom traffic, connections to the
countryside, and passage for wildlife. Policy
GIP4 requires developers to take this into
account in their design and management

proposals.
GIP31 Improve green infrastructure for 3.4.4.20 The NPPF recognises this in clause
leisure MTM NBIj dzA NA Yy 3 Xiakdal LI | ya 2

a) Proposals that seek to improve the use of
existing and new green infrastructure will be
supported subject to the proposals achieving a
balance between itpotentially conflicting

strategic approach to maintaining and
enhancing networks of habitats and green
infrastructureX.Q

range of uses (such as for recreation, eise, 3.4.4.21 Similarly the District Plan 2018

peace and quiet and space for nature) and t2f A08 b9n NBTFTSNAE (A2 DNBS)
compliance with other policies. Such diverse network of accessible, miittnctional

proposals could include: green infrastructure across thé.ca G andk O 0 Q

requires that development proposals should:
1 Provision of seating, preferably from q P prop

natural products 1 Yvoid the loss, fragmentation and
functionality of the green infrastructure
network, including within the built

1 Weatherprotected information boards environment, such as access to urban
waterwaysQ ! y R

9 Improved signage

1 Facilities to support guided visifisr
schools, e.g. mooring points, hides and 1 Waximise opportunities famprovement
study centres to the green infrastructure network in
I O0O2NRI yOS gAGK GKS [/ 2dzy
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Shared Policies

Infrastructure Plan, its Parks and Open
Spaces Strategy, the Hertfordshire
Biodiversity Action Plan, Living Landscape
Schemes, locally identified Nature
Improvement Ares.and any future

relevant plans and programmes as

I LILINB LINR | G S Q

GIP4i Green space management and
building the green infrastructure
networks

a) Developers will be expected to cooperate

with the establishment of appropriate long
term arrangements for the managent of
green infrastructure which forms part of any
major development. The developer will
where appropriatepe required to provide
financial contributions to support initial costs
and/or transfer land to an appropriate body,
by agreement with the plaming authority.
These obligations will be set in line with
District Plan policy DEL2.

b) Where green infrastructure is being
provided on new developments which are
adjoining or proximate to existing designated
Local Green Spaces (whether designated in
East Hes District Plan or these
Neighbourhood Plas), the design and nature
of the development green infrastructure and
its management arrangements shall be
coordinated with those of the Local Green
Space.
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3.4.5.1 Itis widely accepted that the
biodiversity of nature in our environment has
been degraded over many years and that we
need to enhance what remains.

| SNIFT2NRaKANBQA
produced by Herts & Middlesex \Mife Trust

and based on recording of species since 1970,

| & NI FUNRE Rodigsiglened 02098 54 1 &

ARSYGAFTFASR wm: 27
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have been subject to population decline,

including some that have become extinct in

the County during thaperiod or are

considered to be threatened.

3.4.5.2 Nationally, Government has
recognised the ongoing decline of habitats
and species and have responded with the
Environment Bill that is being examined in
Parliament during 2020. The Bill includes
proposals fola mandatory netiodiversity
gain on development sites with a 10%
targeted increase.

3453 | SNIF2NRaAKANB [/ 2dzyae /
Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy 2020 aims

to improve biodiversity on County Council

land by 20% by 2030 and, countywide, to

improve wildlie by 20% by 2050.

3.4.5.4 |If this is to be achieved, new

development needs to play its part. In support

of these initiatives, Policy GIP5 requires

developers to make increased provision for

wildlife habitats and biodiversity in their

LINR L2 & f & T 2sNGlodfavdifBra Ay . A
the outset of the design process.

e V4

3.4.5.5 Hertfordshire Local Nature

Partnership, Herts Environmental Records

Centre and Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust

KIS LINPRddzOSR WDdzA RFyOS 2y
Wl SNIF2NRaAKANBS 902t 23AO0!I ¢
CKA& oAttt KS
nd their consultants identify sites and species

wi I dlif g, angehdgidldnha¥c@nEnd Apdendix 1 in
Ri v e r thissidcunéntprovides a county wide image

of ecological data. The map shows area of
CAAK2LIQa {G2NIF2NR O GKEG FD
priority for habitat creation as well as habitat

that falls under the protection of S41 of the

Naturah Enyjradent agsRusE! GemmMyniigs s

Act 2006. Updated and site specific
information and guidance can be obtained



3.4.5.6 Localmterest and involvement in
biodiversity enrichment is evidenced by
Southern Country Park on the south west
edge of the town. The country park was
ONBIFGSR Fa YAGAALGAZY
housing scheme. It is owned by East Herts
District Council and matiained by the

/| 2dzy OAf Q& / 2dzy i NBEAARS
with local assistance provided by a 20 strong
volunteer group from the Friends of Southern
Country Park.

3.4.5.7 The park is managed for people and
nature. In 2020 an area of amenity grass was
harrowed and reseeded with wildflower

seed. In previous years, disease resistant elms
have been planted to contribute to recovery

of this tree species and encourage white
hairstreak butterflies.

3.4.5.8 The Aims and Objectives for the
Southern Country Park as outlined in its
Greenspace Action Plan 202823 include the
following:

1 Manage the plantations to maximise

biodiversity

Improve the diversity and wildlife value of
grassland habitats

Protect and enhance the valuable aquatic
habitats to improve biodiversity

Manage the hedgews to maximise
biodiversity

3.4.5.9 Wildlife surveys to monitor progress
and help determine future actions are
undertaken by Herts and Middlesex Wildlife
CNHza G 9lad |1 SNIaqQ Oz2y
group.

3.4.5.10 Another local scheme is the Firs
Greenspace Action Pl&017-2022 which

covers a historic avenue of trees and grassland
to the west of the town centre, the aims of
which include protecting and enhancing its
biodiversity.

Shared Policies

3.4.5.11 East Herts also have proposals for
enhancement of Castle Park in the town
centre, this age with the engagement of a
Friends group. The scheme is at an early stage
PR iNdludesd prapds&bsidr \&ilbiflower parBihgR
and improvement of river bank margins.

3.4.5.12 Other sjtes that could offer _
%d'péfrtlu s }%§b\68iver{sit§ MR Brivent
include school playinfields and some of the
smaller green spaces within the older housing
estates.

GIP51 Protect wildlife and increase
biodiversity
a) In any new development, mature trees and

hedgerows shall be retained as far as
practical. New planting and other initiatives
shall be incorporated as an integral part of the
scheme to promote biodiversity. New
hedgerow planting should contain a variety of
species appropriate to the area. Woodland
planting must accord with the appropriate
National Vegetation Classification (NVC).
Existing mature trees should continue to be
part of any development proposal unless it is
demonstrated that it is necessary for them to
be felled or an arboricultural survey clearly (S
demonstrates that they are not worthy of
retention. Replacement tree phéing should

be undertaken on a minimum of a oifer-one
basis. Native species must always be given
preference as plants of local origin tend to
establish and survive better and support more
wildlife. Monocultures should be avoided.
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Shared Policies

b) Watercourses are a vitasset and
therefore must be retained as part of any
development affecting them, and enhanced
for biodiversity. Proposals must show how the
watercourse is to be incorporated as a vital
asset within a development but must also
ensure that wherever possibbmn appropriate
buffer zone is incorporated between the built
form and the watercourse unless
circumstances dictate otherwise. Only native
species may be planted in the buffer zone.
Where possible, the raaturalisation of
modified watercourses will be egpted. A
new development that may result in
deterioration of an existing watercourse will
not be supported.

¢) Where significant new development
restricts natural habitats, corridors for wildlife
movement will be protected or created in
order to benefit locabiodiversity. The design
of wildlife corridors will have regard to current
best practice and advice from Natural England
and/or other appropriate exert

organisations.

d) In order to protect and enhance wildlife in
the area and to increase biodiversity,
opportunities to incorporate new wildlife
habitats (for example bat and bird boxes) into
significant new developments must be sought.
Features for bats and birds must be integrated
into the fabric of buildings of new
development to ensure permanent gains. All
building bordering green space will be
expected to incorporate integrated features
for wildlife. Guidance should be sought from
Natural England where habitats of wildlife and
protected species (e.g. badgers) are affected.

e) All major developments shailovide a
meaningful net increase in the biodiversity
value of the omrsite habitat from its pre
development condition to its condition on
completion of the developmerds measured
by the same method of assessment aodally

27

approved Biodiversity Metrithat is used to
comply withEast Herts Districtl&én 2018
policies NE2 and NES3.

f) A meaningful increase, as a guide, might be
at least a 20% gain in biodiversity units

g) Alternatively, the requirements for
biodiversity gain shall be assessed in
accordance witlthe Environment Bill 2020
once the Bill has been enacted.

h) If it is not feasible or proportionate for a
developments to achieve a meaningful
increase in biodiversity value on the
development site alone, publicly owned land
GAOGKAY . A&aK2 L&
considered preferentially for siting of
biodiversity offsets to provide the net increase
required by clause)e

i) Proposals should include:

i an assessment of existing habitats and
biodiversity value of the site,

9 proposals for retaining and enhancing
existing habitats and for achieving the
meaningtil increase required by clause f
above,

9 assessment of the resilience of the
improvedbiodiversity to climate change,

1 and proposals for long term maintenance
of habitats during and pagompletion of
the development

9 proposals for measuring and monitoring
compliance.
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3.4.6.1 The benefits to health and wellbeing
of walking and cycling have been appated
by many people during the covit®

and

and
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pandemic; particularly so when the available

routes enable them to enjoy green spaces and

nature.

3.4.6.2 The Neighbourhood Areas provide
many opportunities for walking, riding and
cycling but the existing green spaces aot

as well known or used as much as they could
be. Whilst some progress has been made in
the last 5 years, there remains a need for
further improvement of existing footpaths and
cycle paths, a requirement to improve the
linkages or connections betwednem into

and across the town and into the countryside,
and for improved signage and promotion.

3.4.6.3 Furthermore the substantial
SELI yaArzy 27
the District Plan 2018 is resulting in a number
of rights of way and other paths g

enclosed by development, reducing the
enjoyment and sense of closeness to nature
they give. The loss could be mitigated by
keeping paths as open as possible and by
incorporating space for nature such as wide
verges and hedges and trees along the way.

3.4.6.4 Safe and attractive routes are
essential for children to get to school and to
encourage people to walk or cycle to local
facilities and the town rather than get in a car.
In earlier developed areas this can be difficult
to achieve but in new developmentshould

be a priority.

3.4.6.5 For example, in the older residential
estates on the western, Thorley side of the
town, many of the footpaths away from the
roads are narrow, dark and enclosed by high
garden fences. They are uninviting and
potentially unsafe. On thether hand, the
F220L) 6Kk OO0t Sgle& 2y
development that links this residential area
with Manor Fields Primary School is a good
example of a wider route with grass verges
and trees at intervals.

. AaK2LlQa

Shared Policies

3.4.6.6 Proposals that facilitate improved or
new connections between existing and
proposed developments, green spaces and the
surrounding countryside will be supported.

3.4.6.7 New initiatives should complement
the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP)
prepared by Herts County Council Rights of
Way Servicéor the period 2017/18 to
2027/28 dated July 2017 or updated version
at the time of the application and take
account ofDepartment of Environment, Food
& Rural Affairs Rights of Way circular 1/09
Guidance for Local AuthoritieShe routes of
rights of way caronveniently be found at
WWW.rowmaps.com

3.4.6.8 Where appropriate, paths should

O2yySOUG oAGK GKS 2F 0SNBARS
and the Parks and Beyond circular walks which

take in five of East Herts managed open

aLl 0Sa Ay . AaK2LIQa { G2 NI7¥:

3.4.6.9 Development of nevareas can
compromise the enjoyment people get from
the rural character of footpaths. Developers
should retain as much as possible of the rural
nature of country paths within their sites.

GIP61 Enhancement of footpaths,
bridleways and cycle paths

< a) Workingwith local and national

Q
2a20Al GA2ya &dzOK | a
District Footpaths Association, East Herts
Ramblers, East Herts Footpaths Society and
the British Horse Society, proposals to ensure
that existing footpaths and bridleways are

28



Shared Policies

well mairtained and signposted and that new
footpaths are created and officially designated
will be supported.

b) The characteand settingof existing public
rights of way (PROWS) must be protected in
terms of safety, directness, attractiveness,
convenience and rurambience. No new
obstructions to PROWSs should be introduced
and any amendments should follow the
guidelines in the relevant Department of
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
Rights of Way circular 1/08uidance for Local
Authoritiesversion 2 datedctober 2009 or
as updated at the time of the application

c) Bridleways for horse riders should be
protected and proposals should seek, where
possible, to create new cycle paths so as to
provide safe and effective routes across the
Neighbourhood Area. New drexisting cycle
tracks should be linked with the National Cycle
Network where possible.

d) Footpaths across the Neighbourhood Area
should provide an accessible and safe way for
all residents and visitors to enjoy the rural

KAYGSNIFYR 27F oothathk 2 LIQ &

should use surfaces appropriate to the
habitat: tarmac in wellised routes; well
drained and overlaid with bark for more rural
settings and none for caal paths across
grassy spaces.

e) As part of any major development proposal,
financial contributbns or direct provision of
new infrastructure will be sought to secure
improvements to PROW and other links within
the area surrounding a site that would be
used by future occupiers.

f) Proposals for the improvement of access to
public green spaces will besported

(including access for those in wheelchairs and
scooters, those who are frail and unable to
walk in a robust manner and those with

babies in buggies). Measures to regrade paths

29

through the green spaces for this purpose will
be supported.
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Stortford are currently managed by the Town
Council. Demand has outstripped supply in
recent times and residents can find
themselves waiting for many months for a

plot on the more popularites, despite efforts
over recent years to manage demand by
reducing plot size and evicting tenants who do
not tend plots adequately.

3.4.7.2 New development will cause the
demand to increase which must be matched
by increased supply. Allotment holders and
consicerations of sustainability favour
allotments close to the communities they
serve.

3.4.7.3 Town Council policy BSP010 sets out

the rationale and standards for developer
contributions and the justification for the rate
of contribution. This rate caters for the
dq{mgrg %Begeénl ,(ﬁgnqghe pew build only
(based on the rate of demand actually
experienced elsewhere in the Town) and does

not attempt to deal with the existing
deficiency.

3.4.7.4 Policy BSP010 states that allotments
should normally be provided on site for
developmerns of 500 homes or greater. The
previous neighbourhood plan polices allowed

. A @



developers of smaller sites to make a financial
contribution instead. This can result in uneer
supply of allotments for new residents. To
address this issue, policy GIP7 is amended
require allotments to be provided on site for
developments of 200 homes or greater. At
the land provision rate of 0.24ha per 1,000
population stipulated, the smallest allotment
site would be approximately 0.12 ha which is
the minimum the town councivould consider
appropriate for management purposes.

3.4.7.5 Community orchards have increased
in popularity in recent yeard.he East of
England Apples and Orchards Project lists
many community orchards in Hertfordshire
and Essex which, it reports, can range i Si
from a dozen trees to more than a 100, most
of which are managed primarily for amenity
value and for the benefit of local wildlife.

3.4.7.6 A few of these within 30 miles or so
2F . AaKz2LIQa {d2NITF2NR

1 Rivers Heritage Site and Orchard,
Sawbridyeworth: based on a historic
garden nursery site with about 560 trees,
on land leased to Sawbridgeworth Council.

1 Ongar Community Orchard: a converted,
small disused allotment owned by Epping
District Council, planted with 25 fruit trees
and wild flowers.

1 Great Chesterford Community Orchard:
promoted by the Parish Council and based
on land donated to the community from a
Section 106 agreement, planted in 2017
and 2018 with over 100 trees.

1 Roydon Community Orchard: a small
orchard planted in 1995 on unused
allotment plots maintained by the Roydon
Society on land owned by the Parish
Council.

Shared Policies

3.4.7.7 It can be seen that community
orchards can take various forms and operate
under a variety of structures.

3.4.7.8 (Qonsultations during preparation of
the neighbourhood plan revisierhave shown
that thereis interest in setting up an orchard
AY . A &K 2 Labdpeopld ghdliiotl@ NR
like to volunteer to help run itPolicy GIP7
supports the creation of such a facility if a
suitable site can be found. If this is arranged
as part of darger development, the orchard
O2dzZA R F2NXY LI NIL 27

infrastructure and contribute to increasing
biodiversity of the site.

GIP7 1 Improving/expanding allotments
a) To support the population increase arising

from new developmentsjevelopers of 10
residential units or more will be required to
either:

1 Provide space with appropriate facilities for
new allotments or

9 Contribute towards the expansion and/or
improvement of existing allotments

b) For developments in excess di®
dwellings(or groups of adjacent
developments whik together amount to

more than D0 dwellings) it will be expected
that land either on or immediately adjacent to
the development site is provided and is
prepared by the developers (including
facilities, fencing, langdreparation, soil
improvement if required) and transferred to
the allotment authority (currently the Town
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