BISHOP’S STORTFORD OLD
CEMETERY

GREENSPACE ACTION PLAN
2026— 2031

&unt‘_zyﬁ[de
/ﬂanajem ent

Service




OVERVIEW

Greenspace Action Plans

Greenspace Actions Plans (GAPs) are map-based management plans which specify
activities that should take place on a site over a stated period; these activities will
help to deliver the agreed aspirations which the site managers and stakeholders
have identified for that site. The plan is set out sequentially, first providing
background information on the site (Site Description) and an assessment of its
condition and opportunities for improvement (Analysis and Evaluation). This is
developed into Aims and Objectives for the site, a set of Action Plans which identify
how these objectives will be achieved, and detailed specifications for the work to
complete the actions.

Public Engagement

Engagement with stakeholders is at the centre of effective management planning on
any site. An initial engagement period was held for 3 weeks in October 2025, to
establish core aims and objectives for the site; these are reflected in Section 3. A
second stage of engagement is now being completed from 2" — 23 February 2026
to enable stakeholders to comment on the proposed management actions for the
site. An engagement summary included as an appendix to this plan details the
engagement process and summarises the comments received and any amendments
made to the plan as a result.
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1.0 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

11 Vision Statement

For Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery to be a harmonious sanctuary where history,
remembrance, and nature coexist — preserving the cemetery’s heritage as a place of
reflection and respect, while nurturing biodiversity and supporting wildlife for future
generations.

1.2 Introduction

There are two cemeteries in Bishop’s Stortford owned and managed by Bishop’s
Stortford Town Council (BSTC), which lie either side of Cemetery Road, not far from
the town centre. This GAP concerns the management of the Old Cemetery lying east
of Cemetery Road. The cemetery has three entrances, one to the south and one to
the west onto Cemetery Road, the other to the north onto Scott Road.

Three sections of the Old Cemetery have been reopened for burials. These include
small plots that were previously used and a quiet area specifically for the interment
of ashes, where small headstones are permitted. Ashes may also be scattered in the
Memorial Garden or on a family grave, provided permission is obtained from the
registered grave owner. One or more further areas may be reopened for burials and,
as space in the New Cemetery becomes exhausted, the Old Cemetery will become
the principal location for new graves,

The site contains a variety of trees, including beech, Scots pine, Lawson cypress,
yew, oak and a large cedar of Lebanon, which in addition to its ecological value
provides an interesting focal point for visitors.
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

21 Site Summary
Site Name: Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery

Site Address:  Cemetery Lodge, 109 Apton Road, Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 3UE
Opening Times: 7:30am-8:00pm (May to Sept) & 7:30am-sunset (Oct to Apr)

Grid Reference: TL486206

Size: 3.2ha

Designations:  Local Wildlife Site, Bishop’s Stortford Conservation Area

Owner: Bishop’s Stortford Town Council
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2.2 Site Designations

lllustrated on the Constraints Plan, the cemetery is a designated Local Wildlife Site
due to its importance for grassland species. There are areas of conservation
importance with high species diversity including red fescue, common sorrel, common
knapweed, bird’s-foot-trefoil, bee orchid and field wood-rush. The site also lies with
the Bishop’s Stortford Conservation Area.

23 Geology and Hydrology

The geology of Bishop’s Stortford is largely calcareous clayey soils over chalk. The
area is also known for its Hertfordshire puddingstone formed from flint pebbles set in
sandstone. Hydrology in the area is characterised by the River Stort which runs
through the town. The river’s flood plain extends over the centre of Bishop’s Stortford
but does not impact the cemetery.

24 Landscape Character

The cemetery is set within the historic market town of Bishop’s Stortford and is
surrounded by residential dwellings and local provisions on all sides. Surrounding
the town are the landscape character areas of Thorley and Perry Green Uplands
both of which are predominantly flat arable land.

2.5 History and Archaeology

The Old Cemetery is the largest burial ground in Bishop’s Stortford and has a long
history dating back to the Victorian era. Construction began in 1854, and the earliest
recorded burial took place in 1855. The cemetery, including the Lodge House and
the two mortuary chapels, were designed by local architect George E Pritchard, built
in flint and mortar and topped with slate roofs.

The cemetery has become the resting place for much of the town’s population no
matter their socio-economic background or faith. The centre of the cemetery is also
home to the famous Gilbey plot, resting place of Sir Walter Gilbey, Bishop’s
Stortford’s most famous Victorian businessman and philanthropist. Larger
monuments record the names of people who have been influential in the town such
as Joe Brazier and George Sworder, others may be recognised by a simple
gravestone and inscriptions.

Throughout the cemetery, there are 46 war graves from various regiments of the
First and Second World Wars, all of which are tended by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.

Between 1979 and 2000, the cemetery lodge housed the museum of Bishop’s
Stortford but since the relocation of the museum to Southmill Arts Centre it has been
closed to the public and is now a residential dwelling.
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2.6 Habitats and Wildlife
2.6.1 Grassland

Conservation grassland areas were mapped out in 2012 and are managed to
support local wildlife while maintaining the role of the cemetery as a place of
remembrance. During spring and summer, the grass is left to grow naturally to
encourage wildflower growth and support pollinators such as bees and butterflies. In
early autumn, the area is cut back and tidied in preparation for the next growing
season. Wildlife commonly seen in this area and across the site include bats, deer,
foxes and buzzards.

Management of the wider grassland areas temporarily ceased at the start of 2025
except for the main entrance, whilst Bishop’s Stortford Town Council sought advice
for the wider management of the cemetery. Previously, amenity mowing took place
in all areas outside of the conservation grassland areas.

2.6.2 Trees

There are over 200 mature trees across the site, many of which line pathways
creating a clear visual structure and inviting routes throughout the cemetery. Trees
provide nesting, feeding and shelter opportunities for local wildlife, species include
large-leaved lime, hornbeam, Scots pine, Lawson cypress, yew, Irish yew, oak,
strawberry tree and a large cedar of Lebanon. Previously a second large cedar of
Lebanon stood in the grounds in a prominent position on a raised island at the
junction point between pathways. Beech trees largely line the edge of the west and
south of the cemetery. lvy is growing on many of the trees, also providing habitat for
wildlife, and in some cases growing up into the canopy.
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Tree lined pathways

2.6.3 Scrub & Hedgerow

To the south of the site a scrub boundary outside the cemetery walls was recently
removed. Small hedgerows can be found around the site, particularly around larger
monuments, and a small yew hedgerow lies on the eastern boundary, which has
several gaps.

2.6.4 Flower beds

Close to the main entrance to the north of the site are a variety of flower beds. These
largely form part of the Memorial Garden where visitors can scatter ashes.

2.7 Access, Facilities and Infrastructure

The cemetery is served by an extensive network of paths, allowing visitors to access
most graves. There are two major junctions in the centre of the cemetery where
several of the paths meet, one of which is home to the large cedar of Lebanon.
Bishop’s Stortford Town Council have carried out path upgrades in the past 3 years;
however, some parts of the cemetery may be less accessible due to kerbed graves
and uneven ground. During the summer months when grassland areas are left to
grow naturally, paths have been mown to access prominent graves within these
areas such as Commonwealth war graves.

Information boards can be found at entrances to the site and small ground level
plaques indicate conservation grassland areas.
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Toilet facilities are available in the small stone building just inside the main gate on
the right-hand side, which are wheelchair accessible.

Benches and litter bins are located along the paths for public use; memorial benches
can be installed where space is available. Water points can be found across the site
to support visitors to tend to graves.

Information boards at entrances Water point

Signs explaining wildflower areas

2.8 Community and Events

A Friends of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery group has recently been formed with the
intention to support the maintenance and management of the cemetery, as well as
preserving its historical importance. The new GAP will help to inform their role and
works carried out should support the aims and objectives within the plan.

Cemetery walks have taken place at the site offering guided tours around the
cemetery grounds.
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29 Site Management and Sustainability

29.1 Site Management

The site is managed by Bishop’s Stortford Town Council (BSTC), with regular
grounds maintenance taking place. This includes grass mowing, managing leaf litter
and litter picking. Management of Bishop’s Stortford Old Cemetery should be guided
by all relevant BSTC policies and strategies, including the Strategic Plan.

In the past a management plan for the cemetery has been produced and
implemented, and it is currently operating under a management plan published in
2012.

The Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery Act 2024 grants the town council powers to
extinguish rights of burial and disturb human remains in the Old Cemetery to
increase interment space. It supplements powers already available to the Council
under a Faculty from the Diocese, and under the Local Authorities Cemetery Order
1977. This legislation has been passed and is now law, allowing for the reuse of a
wider range of graves, including graves in unconsecrated land, than was previously
possible. The Act aims to address the shortage of cemetery land and ensure
sustainable cemetery management for the future.

The site is promoted online through the BSTC website and social media when
project-related opportunities arise. The website contains all information regarding
burials, scattering of ashes and use of the chapels.

2.9.2 Health and Safety

Tree risk surveys are completed on a periodic basis normally every 1-3
years. Critical work is carried out immediately and any other remedial work within the
time frame recommended by the surveyor.

Risk assessments are completed bygrounds maintenance teams and contractors to
ensure all works and activities carried out onsite are completed in a safe manner and
training delivered where appropriate.

BSTC staff will undertake regular site inspections and will investigate and respond
promptly to reports of misuse of the site.
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3.0 ANALYSIS & EVALUATION

3.1 Site Management

Regular grounds maintenance routines should continue and be guided by the action
plan found within section 5. Website pages should continue to be updated with
relevant information and projects, promoting as necessary through social media.

In light of the Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery Act 2024 and the aim to address the
shortage of cemetery land and ensure sustainable cemetery management for the
future, mapping should be carried out of the cemetery to establish appropriate areas
for use including indicative grave mapping and tree root protection zone mapping.

3.2 Habitats and Wildlife

3.21 Grassland

A clear mowing regime will be implemented to ensure clarity for grounds
maintenance teams. This will ensure the cemetery has a well-kept feel, whilst
supporting the development of conservation grassland areas and a good diversity of
flora species across the site, supporting local wildlife. Areas will be managed with
respect for the recent and historical graves found at the site.

1 From August to February, amenity mowing should take place across the
whole of the site, frequency will depend on growth. This should be done
where possible with a mower as opposed to a strimmer to increase efficiency
and reduced noise pollution. Strimmers may be used around graves.

1 From February to April, areas where spring bulbs have been planted should
be left unmown to allow for flowering.

1 From April to July, all areas should be left to grow naturally, excluding the
main entrance to the north, areas where burials are actively taking place or
have taken place relatively recently, and areas for the interment of ashes.
This will support wildflower establishment and wildlife across the site. Borders
along pathways will continue to be amenity mown to demonstrate active
management, keep a tidy feel and prevent obstruction on pathways. Mown
pathways will also be introduced through some grassland areas to allow
access to prominent graves.

1 Once the wildflowers have largely finished flowering in mid-July, a cut and
collect should take place across the whole site. After the cut arisings should
be left in place for 4-7 days before collecting to allow for seed dispersal. This
will ensure excess nutrients do not enter the soil, aiding the development of
the conservation grassland in future years.

1 A map based mowing plan has been produced and can be found in Section 5.
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During the autumn and winter months leaf litter, acorns, beech nuts and pinecones
should not been removed and left as a food source for wildlife.

Mown pathways to war graves Mown entrances

3.2.2 Trees

Trees should continue to be managed in line with Bishop’s Stortford Town Council
policy. As the cemetery continues to open burial areas including those in reused
graves, a survey will be conducted to establish the root protection zones of existing
trees to prevent accidental damage.

A large cedar of Lebanon, which was a focal point of the cemetery, came down in
recent years. This has left an area of grass at a key pathway junction bare. A
replacement cedar of Lebanon would be ideal to reestablish heritage. The ground
will need to be prepared before planting by digging out and replacing existing soil
and adding a top layer of mulch. After planting of the replacement cedar regular
watering will be carried out.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD OLD CEMETERY Greenspace Action Plan 2026-2031 12



Area where large cedar of Lebanon once stood

Due to the impressive variety of trees found within the cemetery, small plaques
should be produced to inform visitors of the species found within the site. This could
be produced in collaboration with the local community such as the local scout group.

An ash found at the southern entrance should be removed and replaced with a
beech, replicating those that are found around the rest of the site boundary and
maintaining the original design.

3.23 vy

lvy, although an important habitat for bird nesting and nectar source for insects, can
have a negative impact on tree health by supressing foliage growth and impacting
bryophyte communities. On a case-by-case basis ivy can be removed to protect tree
foliage, as per a recent report from Think Trees. This should be carried out during
September to February to ensure nesting birds are not disturbed and reducing risk to
bark being damaged from sudden exposure to direct sunlight. See specification in
section 6.

3.24 Scrub & Hedgerows

Established scrub habitat that has been removed behind the cemetery wall to the
south site will be reestablished, monitoring natural regeneration over year 1 of the
plan and replanting as necessary in year 2. Currently a local resident has made
attempts to replant. Holly and yew should be planted here which are in keeping with
the cemetery and should establish in this area considering the shade from the
boundary beech trees.

Hedgerows around the site should be maintained as part of in-house grounds
maintenance.

Gaps in the yew hedgerow along the eastern boundary should be filled by planting
additional yews.
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Yew hee to be ga filled » Area where scru has beneoved

3.2.5 Flower Beds

Flower beds are currently lacking maintenance and coordinated design. These will
be planted with perennial species, shrubs and bulbs to give year-round colour and
foliage, making the main entrance more attractive. This will include flower beds
within the Memorial Garden. These will then be maintained regularly by the Friends
of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery and the grounds maintenance team.

Within the largest flower bed in the centre of the vehicle drop off area, there is
activity from ground mining bees. To improve this flower bed for planting, clearance
of existing vegetation is required. To do this safely, works should be carried out over
the winter months when the bees are less active and will be carried out by grounds
maintenance teams who have the appropriate tools and risk assessments in place.
Further care should be taken when maintaining this area when the bees are more
active.

An additional flower bed could also be created at the entrance area, further
enhancing the aesthetic appeal of the cemetery entrance.

;AA;&"
Flower bed areas to be enhanced

3.2.6 Bulb Planting

Spring bulb planting will add colour to the site and provide early nectar sources for
pollinators. This should be carried out around entrance areas, and in the area where
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the large cedar of Lebanon once stood. They will be native or naturalised species
such as wild daffodil, snowdrop, winter aconite and crocus. Bulb planting should be
carried out in the autumn.

Poppies may also be planted in respect of the Commonwealth war graves across the
site, however they need regular reseeding and should be maintained by the Friends
of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery.

3.3 Access, Facilities and Infrastructure

3.3.1 Pathways

A pathway at the south of the site that leads to Commonwealth war graves has
become overgrown with grasses. This will be cleared and reinstated.

Pathways will be clear and accessible. Leaf litter, acorns, beech nuts and pinecones
should be removed from the paths during the autumn months and composted on
site. They will remain in place in all other areas. If leaf blowers are necessary to
complete the task, disruption to neighbours should be considered.

3.3.2 Memorial Benches

There are six benches across the site, largely close to the main entrance. The site
could benefit from further installation of benches in other areas. These can be
introduced as part of the memorial bench application and in line with Policy and
Application of Memorial Benches at Bishop’s Stortford Town Cemetery.

3.3.3 Bins & Composting

Grey mesh bins across the site will be removed, replacing them with litter bins for
general waste at entrances. A composting area for green waste will be established,
with clear instruction for visitors tending to graves on how to use. A skip next to one
of the chapels should be concealed with further fencing, as currently it looks very out
of place within the site. Regular litter picking will also continue.

Bins to be removed Skip to be fenced a'round
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3.3.4 Fencing

Fencing around the Memorial Garden is not serving a purpose and is restricting the
growth of shrubs which are growing into it and will be removed.

Fence to be removed

3.3.5 Interpretation

Three interpretation panels will be produced for the site to replace the existing
welcome signage, informing visitors of operational, historical and war grave
information and management for biodiversity. These will also highlight key areas
such as water points, toilets, composting areas and bins. BSTC should seek advice
from all relevant stakeholders when producing the content for the interpretation
panels. Temporary signs will also be in place when conservation grassland areas are
left to grow naturally, alerting visitors to be careful of uneven ground. If works are
due to be carried out on site, clear notice of this will be given to visitors.

3.3.6 Graves

Access to graves of historical importance including war graves, areas where burials
are actively taking place or have taken place relatively recently should be regularly
maintained.

War graves will continue to be tended to by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission. All other graves are the owner’s responsibility, however, topple tests
for head stones will be carried out as locating owners of the older graves may not be
possible and BSTC has a duty of care to cemetery visitors.

3.4 Community and Events

BSTC will work in partnership with local groups and stakeholders for the benefit of
Bishop’s Stortford Old Cemetery. The Friends of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery
meetings take place quarterly throughout the year. Cemetery walks should continue
to be arranged when possible.
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3.5 Climate Change Mitigation

Management regimes should be monitored, and adjustments be made where
necessary to allow for changes, for example reviewing cut and collect timings to
reflect weather conditions and ensuring works are carried out at the appropriate
times of year for minimal disturbance to wildlife, noting any changes in breeding
behaviour.

Encouraging as diverse a range of species as possible, particularly in the wildflower
meadow, will help mitigate against any future climate changes

BISHOP’S STORTFORD OLD CEMETERY Greenspace Action Plan 2026-2031 17



4.0 AIM& OBJECTIVES

The aim and objectives of the GAP are as follows:
Aims

To support the wildlife and biodiversity of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery while
preserving its character as a rich and diverse historical site and, primarily, as a place
of contemplation, remembrance, for new cremated remains and coffin burials, and
for the scattering of cremated remains.

Objectives
A. A welcoming place- To provide a welcoming space for the local community for

remembrance and contemplation

A1 Maintain access into and around the site, ensuring pathways and

entrances are kept clear and open

A2 Introduce clear sight lines across the site through tree and hedgerow
management
A3 Introduce interpretation boards to inform visitors of operational,

historical and war grave information and management for biodiversity.

B. Healthy, safe and secure- To provide and maintain clear and safe public

access to Bishop®& Stortford Cemetery

B1 Carry out tree risk surveys in line with BSTC tree strategy and reactive

tree works to address safety issues
B2 Respond promptly to reports of misuse of the site

C. Well maintained and clean- To ensure that all aspectsof Bi shopbés Stortfo

Cemetery are kept clean and well maintained

C1 Manage and maintain paths, access infrastructure and signage, historic

and war graves.

C2 Undertake regular litter picking, empty bins and carry out small scale

vegetation management along access routes and within flowerbeds
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C3 Ensure a good standard of general site maintenance is upheld through

grounds maintenance operations

D. Environmental Management- To ensure all aspects of site management are

undertaken with sustainability as a guiding principle

D1 Ensure all site activities adhere to relevant BSTC policies and

strategies, including all work undertaken by contractors

D2 Ensure ongoing maintenance costs are financially sustainable

D3 Ensure impacts of climate change are considered in management
decisions

D4 Carry out management according to environmental best practice

D5 Monitor results of delivery to evaluate the success of management
activities

E. Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage- To conserve and enhance the
important wildlife, landscape, and heritage featuresofBi shopdés Stortford

Cemetery

E1 Ensure mowing regimes through clear mapping effectively manage
amenity grassland and conservation grassland areas, including

management of pathway borders

E2 Manage conservation grassland to promote wildflower diversity,

including an annual cut & collect operation
E3 Encourage regeneration of scrub habitat at the south of the site

E4 Manage trees to enhance visibility across the site, preserving mature

and veteran trees
ES5 Manage ivy habitats for the benefit of both wildlife and tree health

E6 Ensure access to graves of historical importance including war graves,
areas where burials are actively taking place or have taken place

relatively recently
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E7

Map trees, root protection zones and indicative grave grid throughout
the site to help identify future burial areas including those in reused

graves

F. Community Involvement- To ensure engagement and involvement of local

communities

F1

F2

Support the Friends of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery to contribute to site

management ensuring all involved operate in support of the GAP

Support and encourage the local community to become further
involved in the management of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery in a

structured and supported way

G. Marketing and Communication- To promote awareness and interest in

Bi shopbs Stortford Cemetery

G1

G2

G3

G4

Support the Friends of Bishop’s Stortford Cemetery to lead guided

walks/engagement events
Promote and celebrate voluntary projects that improve the site

Make visitor information, such as maps and leaflets, available on a

variety of platforms

Promote community and volunteer events using notice boards and

social media

BISHOP’S STORTFORD OLD CEMETERY Greenspace Action Plan 2026-2031

20



5.0 ACTION PLANS AND MAPS

51 Annual & Regular Actions
Ref. . Ob;. . . Spec.
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Est. Cost Ref. Status
Site Maintenance
Grounds Grounds
0.1 | Litter picking C2 Weekly BSTC . maintenance
maintenance
budget
0.2 | Manage memorial bench requests | C1 Ongoing BSTC Officer Time | Individuals
Clear pathways of leaf litter, Grounds Grounds
0.3 | acorns, beech nuts and C1 Autumn/Winter | BSTC . maintenance
. maintenance
pinecones budget
0.4 Install anq remove te.mporary AD AprillJuly BSTC Grqunds
conservation grass signage maintenance
0.5 Cle.ar commumcatlpns when site A2 Ongoing BSTC Officer Time
maintenance is taking place
Commonwealth
0.6 | Maintain war graves C1,G2 | Ongoing War Graves Volunteers
Commission
Habitat Management
Amenity mowing of all grass Grounds Grounds
0.7 C3,E1 | Aug- Feb BSTC . maintenance
areas maintenance
budget
Amenity mowing of all grass Grounds Grounds
0.8 . . C3, E1 Feb-Apr BSTC . maintenance
areas excluding spring bulb areas maintenance budget
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Ref. . Obj. . . Spec.
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Est. Cost Ref. Status
Amenity mowing entrances C3, E1 Grounds Grounds
0.9 entty g ) ’ = | Apr-Aug BSTC . maintenance
active and recent burial areas E7 maintenance budget
Amenity mow grass pathways C3, Grounds Grounds
0.10 | through conservation grassland D3,E1, | Apr-Aug BSTC . maintenance
maintenance
areas & pathway borders E7 budget
Cut &collect conservation grass C3, b3, Grounds Grounds
0.11 9 D4, E1, | Mid-duly BSTC . maintenance 6.1
areas maintenance
E2 budget
Grounds
0.13 | lvy management C3, D4, Sept-Dec BSTC Grqunds maintenance 6.5
E4, E5 Maintenance
budget
0.14 | Maintain flower beds F1.C1, Ongoing BSTC Friends of
G2 group
Maintain newly planted F1, C1, . Friends of
0.15 hedgerows and trees D4, G2 Ongoing BSTC group
Grounds Grounds
0.16 | Maintain hedgerows A1, A2 | Sept-Dec BSTC . maintenance
Maintenance
budget
Health & Safety
0.17 | Tree surveys and reactive works gi D4, 1-3 Years BSTC Contractor BSTC
0.18 | Topple test gravestones C1 Ongoing BSTC Contractor BSTC
Deliver Cemetery Walks F1, G1, . Friends of
0.19 G2 G4 Ongoing BSTC Group
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Ref. . Ob;. . . Spec.
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Est. Cost Ref. Status
Monitoring
0.20 | Review management actions D5 March BSTC Officer Time
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5.2 Year 1-5 Actions

Ref. . Ob;. . . Est. Spec
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Cost “Ref. Status
Signage
11 Qreate plaques for trees of F1, F2, Year 1 BSTC Friends of
interest G2 Group
BSTC/
12 !De3|gn an_d install three AD Year 1 BSTC Stakeholders/ BSTC £12,000
interpretation boards Contractor
Grounds Grounds
1.3 Remove old welcome signage A2 Year 1 BSTC : maintenance
Maintenance
budget
Access, Facilities and Infrastructure
. Grounds
14 Clear pathway of yegetatlon at C1 Year 1 BSTC Grqunds maintenance
the south of the site maintenance
budget
Grounds Grounds
1.5 Remove grey mesh bins C1,C2 |Year1 BSTC . maintenance
maintenance
budget
16 Install general waste bins at C1, C2, Year 1 BSTC Contractor BSTC
entrances D1, D2
Grounds Grounds
1.7 Create compost area C1,C2 |Year1 BSTC : maintenance | £200
maintenance
budget
1.8 Install fence around skip C1,D1 | Year1 BSTC Contractor BSTC £400
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Ref. . Ob;. . . Est. Spec
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Cost “Ref. Status
. Grounds
19 Remove fence from Memorial C1 Year 1 BSTC Grqunds maintenance
Garden maintenance
budget
Habitat
Plant spring bulbs at entrances, .
1.10 | on grass area where cedar A4, F1, Sept BSTC Friends of BSTC £300 6.4
G2 Group
stood and at large monuments
Friends of
Carry out ground prep and plant | A4, F1, Group/
1.1 new cedar of Lebanon G2 Sept BSTC Grounds BSTC
maintenance
1.11 | Remove ash and plant beech EJ D4, Oct-Dec | BSTC Contractor BSTC
Grounds
1.12 | Scrub & hedgerow planting D2, D4, Oct-Dec | BSTC Grqunds maintenance | £300 6.2
C3,E3 maintenance 6.3
budget
. Grounds
113 Floyver bed creation close to C3, E6, Year 1 BSTC Grqunds maintenance | £300
main entrance F1 maintenance
budget
. . Grounds
114 Remove veggtatlon safely from C3. E6 Winter BSTC Grqunds maintenance
flower bed with ground bees Year 1 maintenance
budget
Surveys & Reviews
1.15 Complete survey a_nd mapping E8 Year 1 BSTC Contractor BSTC
of tree root protection zones
1.16 | Indicative grave mapping E8 Year 1 BSTC Contractor BSTC
BISHOP’'S STORTFORD OLD CEMETERY Greenspace Action Plan 2026-2031 25




Ref. . Ob;. . . Est. Spec.
no. Action Ref. When Lead Delivery Funding Cost Ref. Status
Review
1.18 | Complete review of GAP D5 Year5 | BSTC/CMS | BSTC/CMS BSTC
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Task Responsibility
[J BSTC led ]Ofﬁcer/ Contractor delivered

[J BSTC led ]Volunteer delivered
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Annual Management

<
)
x
p
]S Habitat Management L%
Manage grassland areas through amenity ~
mowing, maintaining borders and cut & Ly
collect. See mowing plan OJ §
Ivy management [ L
Site Maintenance O
Litter picking [J
Clear pathways of leaf litter [
Install & remove temporary conservation
grassland signage [J
Maintain war graves [
Topple test grave stones [J [

Site Management
Manage memorial bench requests [J

® \l Maintain newly planted hedgerow EI]
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o
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Clear site communication []

Carry out tree surveys & reactive works O
Deliver cemetery walks O]
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Task Responsibility Remove old signage D]

Flower bed creation E]l

O BSTC led ] Officer/ Contractor delivered :
Install general waste bin [J

O BSTC led ] Volunteer delivered Remove fence []

~N

Bishop's Stortford
Old Cemetery

GAP 2026-2036
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ground bees are present [J i r N
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Task Responsibility
[J BSTC led ] Officer/ Contractor delivered

[J BSTC led ] Volunteer delivered

Amenity mow entrances, active
and recent burial areas all year
excluding Feb-April in spring bulb
areas.[]

Conservation grassland areas
to be left long April- mid-July.
Cut & Collect- July.

Amenity mown rest of the year.

)t Cemy
1S

Bishop's Stortford
Old Cemetery
GAP 2026-2036

Mowing Plan
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6.0 SPECIFICATIONS

6.1 Cut & collect

The mapped areas should be cut once in mid-July and once in September.

The grass should be cut to a sward height of 40mm using mowers or heavy-duty
strimmers. Using machinery such as flails should be avoided as this obliterates the
grass.

The cut grass should be left for a period of 4-7 days to allow drying and seed
dispersal, then the arisings should be raked and removed. Arising to be added to the
compost or removed from site.

6.2 Hedgerow planting

400mm-600mm whips should be planted in small mesh tree tubes in two parallel
lines 300mm apart, with whips 500mm apart and rows offset by 250mm, achieving a
planting rate of four per metre. The length is approx. 30m totalling 120 whips.
Carried out between Nov-Feb.

6.3 Scrub planting

400mm-600mm whips should be planted in secured small mesh tubes planting 1
whip per square metre using yew, Irish yew and holly. The area is approx. 600
metres squared totally 600 whips. Carried out between Nov-Feb.

6.4 Bulb planting

September is the best time of year to plant bulbs. Planting should occur in short
grass or bare earth and should be carried out in well-drained soil, in full or dappled
sunlight.

Bulbs can include a native mix of snowdrop, crocus, wild daffodil, winter aconite.
Wild daffodil will tolerate more shaded areas.

To achieve a natural feel, the bulbs can be hand broadcast over the area to achieve
“natural” spacing. Volunteers working in pairs and equipped with digging spikes
should then aim to plant each bulb in a hole three times as deep as the bulb
diameter

Areas of bulb planting should be managed as amenity grass once the plants have
died back.
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6.5 Ivy Management

Where ivy is negatively impacting tree health, cut 3-4m above ground level, leaving
severed ivy to die-off and disintegrate over time. This should be carried out during
September to February to ensure nesting birds are not disturbed and reducing risk to
bark being damaged from sudden exposure to direct sunlight. This should be
managed as per the report by Think Trees.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD OLD CEMETERY Greenspace Action Plan 2026-2031 31



7.0 APPENDICES

71 Engagement Summary

7.1.1 Introduction

An initial engagement period was held for 29" September — 20t October 2025, to
establish core aims and objectives for the site; these are reflected in Section 4.

A second stage of engagement is now being completed which will enable
stakeholders to comment on the proposed management actions for the site.

7.1.2 Stakeholder List

=

East Herts Council local members

Hertfordshire Ecology

Butterfly Conservation Trust
Herts & Middlesex Moth Group
Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust

= =4 =4 4 -4 8 8 -5 -4 -2 -5 -9

Local Community

Hertfordshire County Council portfolio holder and local member

Relevant Hertfordshire County Council officers
Relevant Bishop’s Stortford Town Council officers

Friends of Bishops Stortford Cemetery

The Commonwealth War Grave Commission
Royal British Legion, Bishop’s Stortford Branch

Friends and Family of those laid to rest

7.1.3 Briefing Document Engagement Feedback

Below is a summary of key points and responses.

Number comments received from individuals and groups: 8

Feedback

Response

Support for the balance of the briefing
document that considers all uses of the site

Noted

Support for wildflower areas and pathways
through to prominent graves, noting a big
difference between neglect and managing
for wildlife. Many people commented on this
with one resident saying a good job is done
of keeping the paths maintained and
ensuring a nice balance between looking
after the landscape & allowing wildlife to
flourish

Noted, this is the intention of the GAP to
provide balance for nature and its primary
use as an active cemetery.
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Support for ensuring access to prominent
graves when the conservation grassland
areas are left to grow naturally

Noted, pathways will be cut to prominent
graves during the wildflower seasons.

A note that nuisance behaviour lowered
when the grasses were left longer

Noted.

Leaf blowing is not necessary and
generates noise pollution and should be
restricted to pathways, also leaving acorns
and beech nuts in place for wildlife

Noted, leaf blowing will only be carried out
where necessary.

Disappointment at the removal of
established scrub habitat

Acknowledged and the council will be
looking to restore this.

Requests for more floral colour and
variation across the site

There are plans for spring bulb planting.

Support for more active ivy management

Advice has been received from Think
Trees.

Several requests to improve the area where
the cedar of Lebanon tree was lost

This area will be improved as part of the
plan.

Support for replacing lost trees

Noted

Support for improved interpretation across
the site

Noted, there are plans to improve and
replace existing interpretation as part of the
plan.

A request that Family & Friends of those
buried are recognised as stakeholders

Added to the stakeholder list.

A request for clear communication when
maintenance or habitat works are being
completed that may affect access

Noted, we will look at incorporating notice
boards as part of the interpretation.

A request to reference water provisions,
bins and composting

Noted, these will be highlighted on maps.

A request for more benches

Noted.

7.2 Policy Context
7.21

7.2.1.1 Corporate Plan

Bishop’s Stortford Town Council Strategies

The Strategic Plan sets out what the Council intends to focus on until 2027 (the next
Local Government elections) and will help it to continue with its achievements in a

structured way.

The document is intended as a clear route map for the Council to follow and is
intended also for use by the general public to measure the Council by the various
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https://www.bishopsstortfordtc.gov.uk/town-council/strategic-plan-2023-2027

objectives that are set out in a user-friendly format and written in plain
English. Meetings of the Town Council and its committees are open to the press and
public and the Council actively welcomes attendance.

7.2.2 Hertfordshire County Council Strategies
7.2.2.1 Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy

Hertfordshire County Council declared a climate emergency in July 2019 and have
since committed to make Hertfordshire cleaner, greener and more sustainable.

HCC want to:
1. Lead in their own operations
2. Enable sustainability with their programmes, policies and decisions
3. Inspire businesses and residents to take action

The ambitions of the Sustainable Hertfordshire Strategy include achieving net zero
greenhouse gas emissions before 2050, ensuring communities are ready for future
climates and improve wildlife in our land and water by 20% by 2050.

7.2.2.2 Tree and Woodland Strategy (2022-30)

The Tree and Woodland Strategy set out ambitions for Hertfordshire’s treescapes
until 2030:

1 Supporting the establishment of at least 1.8 million new trees across
Hertfordshire, including at least 1.2 million trees, one for every resident of
Hertfordshire, and at least 100km of hedgerows, equating to 600,000
hedgerow trees.

1 Promoting and supporting the development of woodland management plans
to help ensure woodlands provide a range of benefits to their owners, wildlife
and local communities, while remaining resilient to pressures on tree health.

1 Facilitating and enabling residents and businesses to support tree and
woodland establishment and enhancement initiatives in Hertfordshire.
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