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1. MARKET SQUARE, bounded 
by High Street and Potter Street, is 
home to the Corn Exchange [1] (1828) 
designed by Lewis Vulliamy and in 
use until c.1946. It once housed the 
Magistrates’ Courts (now a bank) and 
had a large Ballroom. It was saved 
from demolition by public objection in 
1967. This area and the cross-roads is 
the heart of the ancient Saxon town. 

2. WITH POTTER STREET behind you, 
on the far side of the Square stands 
the former Curriers Arms [2] (1771), a  

               public house until 1905.

3. ON THE LEFT CORNER with Potter 
Street stood the Plume of Feathers 
Inn. It later became part of Clement 
Joscelyne a large family-owned 
Department Store, which traded for  
over 130 years until 2012.

4. AT THE LEFT SIDE of the square 
a lane leads to the old Drill Hall, built 
in 1906 in memory of Cecil Rhodes 
(Colonialist and founder of Rhodesia, 
now Zimbabwe). It has been a home for 
the Territorial Army, Saturday Dances, a 
health clinic etc. It is now a restaurant. 

RETURN TO THE HIGH STREET

5. THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (corner of High Street) was once the 
Reindeer Inn, famously described by Samuel Pepys in his diary on his journeys to 
Cambridge (1667).

6. WALK UP THE HIGH STREET to No. 7 (a hairdressers) on the corner of Church Street: 
this was the Old Grammar School [3] (18th-early19th Cent).

7. UP THE HILL is St. Michael’s Church 
[cover], 15th Cent, replacing earlier 
Saxon and Norman buildings. A famous 
vicar was the Rev Francis Rhodes 
(1807-1878), father of Cecil Rhodes; he 
enlarged the parish (c.1860) to include 
All Saints Church (Hockerill) and Holy 
Trinity (South Street). More details of St 
Michael’s can be found inside. 

YOU ARE NOW IN WINDHILL: 
Mediaeval fairs were held here; 
residentially favoured by the 18th-19th 
Cent gentry.

8. ST. JOSEPH’S R.C. CHURCH, was designed by Doran Webb and consecrated on June 
19th 1906. The Town Council offices are now in the ‘Old Monastery’; behind are the 
former ‘Monastery Gardens’.

9. NO. 11, THE LINKS: home of Henry Gilbey who started a coach service from here to 
Cambridge in 1823 and Aldgate, London in 1824; father of Sir Walter Gilbey (of Gilbey 
Gin fame), the Gilbey family were massive benefactors to the town.

10. NO. 15B is a former Oast House; the buildings were once a Maltings, now 
converted to residences. 
11. THE BUILDING at the top is St. Marys R.C. School, once a convent, home to an order 
of Belgian nuns (late 19th Cent).  RETURN DOWN THE HILL ON THE LEFT-HAND SIDE.

19th Cent department store

12. ON THE LEFT IS No. 28 the 
local British Legion. It was acquired 
by them in 1948, with donations 
from 3 local businessmen.

13. FURTHER DOWN the hill the 
half-timbered building was the  
Boars Head Inn [4], 15th Cent, with 
a filled-in mediaeval doorway. 

14. BEFORE THE PUB, turn left 
into King Street. Note the early 19th 
Cent cottages, No’s 25-33 with fine 
fire insurance company plaques.

15. TURN SHARP RIGHT at the end and up the steps into Basbow Lane  
(or return up King Street, then turn down Windhill). Notice Nos. 43-49, early 17th Cent 
cottages with their back doors in King Street.

16. AT THE OTHER END of Basbow 
Lane is a fine 14th-15th Cent timber-
framed building (formerly Tissimans, 
a tailors). Note the carved angle post; 
along the side in Basbow Lane above 
the first window are carpenters’ marks 
used to assist the assembly of the 
timber frames—an early version of flat-
pack. 

17. ON THE CORNER with North 
Street is The George Inn [5], originally a 
15th Cent building now of the 17/19th 
Cent, and one of the oldest recorded 
Coaching Inns in Bishop’s Stortford, 
visited by King Charles I in 1629. Its 
plasterwork is decorated (‘pargetted’), 
a typical feature of the area.

TURN LEFT ALONG NORTH 
STREET

18. ACROSS NORTH 
STREET [6] is a restaurant; 
this building housed the 
first Holland & Barrett 
department store, (originally 
A S Barrett). Also, further 
along, notice the White Hart, 
emblem of the 1st Herts Light 
Horse Volunteers (formed 
1862) once based at Silver 
Leys on Hadham Road (now 
Bishop’s Stortford Rugby 
Football Club).

19. FURTHER ALONG, two restaurants occupy 17th/18th Cent premises, once a former 
19th Cent department store [7]; notice the fine range of 18th Cent cast-iron window 
fronts.

20. TURN LEFT INTO Sworders 
Yard; the timber-framed building was 
formerly inn stables.

21. TURN BACK INTO North Street: 
the building on the corner (an Estate 
Agents) was formerly the 17th Cent 
Chequers Inn, once owned by Joe 
Brazier, a local celebrity.

22. FURTHER ALONG, past the next 
yard entrance, stands the former 
White Horse Inn [8], 15th Cent, 
now a restaurant. Its plaster work is 
pargetted. In the middle of the street 
once stood the Cage or town Lock-up, 
which was removed during the 18th 
century.

23. THE HALF MOON [9] on the 
corner, a 17th Cent inn still retains 
some original stables

24. AT THE END of North Street 
look across Hadham Road to the 
gated Chantry [9]. It dates back to 
the 16th Cent and once housed a 
Chantry priest (founded 1485). 

RETURN ALONG NORTH STREET 
TO THE TOURIST INFORMATION 
CENTRE FOR ROUTES 2 & 3.

FROM THE FRONT OF THE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE walk down High Street 
to the traffic lights, turn right into Potter Street and along to Market Square. 

Photo acknowledgements: Hertfordshire Archives & Local Studies (cover, 1, 3, 6, 9); 
Bishop’s Stortford Museum (2, 4-5, 7-8)

[1] Corn Exchange (built 1828)

[4] Boars Head Inn (built 15th Cent)

[6] North Street with Holland & Barrett, Department Store

[7] Sworder’s Ironmongers and Auctioneers (19th Cent)

[9] Half Moon, (17th Cent) and Chantry Gate, (16th Cent)

[8] White Horse Inn (15th Cent)

[2] Curriers Arms (built 1771)

[3 ] Old Grammar School (18th-early19th Cent).

[5] The George Inn (originally 15th Cent)
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PLEASE ALLOW ABOUT 40 MINUTES FOR THIS WALK
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M
alting was the town’s m

ajor industry for 
around five centuries but in 1602 a law was
introduced which restricted m

ovem
ent of 

m
alt to packhorses rather than carts. This led 

eventually to an initiative by George Jackson 
and others to create the Stort Navigation. 
This received Royal Assent in 1766 and the 
work was com

plete by 1769, stretching 
about ten m

iles south to join the River Lea 
Naviagtion to Hertford and London.

RH
O

D
ES A

RTS CO
M

PLEX
 &

 M
U

SEU
M

CM
23 3JG Tel 01279 710200

www.rhodesbishopsstortford.org.uk
This com

plex started life as the Rhodes 
M

em
orial M

useum
, dedicated to Cecil 

Rhodes, born in Nettleswell House, the 
hom

e of his father, Rev Francis Rhodes, vicar 
of St M

ichael’s. 
The M

useum
 opened in 1938 but was rebuilt 

as the Rhodes M
em

orial M
useum

 and 
Com

m
onwealth Centre which was officially 

opened in 1963.

W
AYTEM

O
RE CA

STLE
This castle m

ound is the rem
nant of what 

was certainly a Norm
an castle, and possibly 

even Saxon. A wooden structure at first, it 
was likely converted to a traditional m

otte 
and bailey m

asonry structure soon after 
1086, and surrounded by a m

oat.

FO
RG

E M
U

SEU
M

  
SG10 6BS Tel 01279 843301 
www.hertsm

useum
s.org.uk 

Explore the village of M
uch Hadham

 with 
the Forge M

useum
 and Victorian Cottage 

Garden.

H
EN

RY M
O

O
RE FO

U
N

D
ATIO

N
SG10 6EE Tel 01279 843333
www.henry-m

oore-fdn.co.uk
Visit the Studios, Gardens and Fam

ily Hom
e  

to view som
e of the im

pressive works of 
Henry M

oore at nearby Perry Green. Guided 
tours available. O

pen W
eds – Sun & Bank 

Holidays. Enjoy a break at the Hop Poles pub.

A
U

D
LEY EN

D
 H

O
U

SE A
N

D
 G

A
RD

EN
S

Saffron W
alden, CB11 4JF  

Tel: 01799 522 842 
www.english-heritage.org.uk
Audley End was one of the greatest houses 
of early 17th-century England. Robert Adam

 
transform

ed this house in the 1760s, while 
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown rem

odelled the 
grounds, to create one of England’s finest 
landscape gardens. Visit the stables and its 
anim

als.

M
O

U
N

FITCH
ET CA

STLE &
 TO

Y M
U

SEU
M

CM
24 8SP Tel 01279813237

www.m
ountfitchetcastle.com

A unique, award-winning, all-weather 
heritage entertainm

ent com
plex where 

prehistory, history and nostalgia com
bine to 

m
ake an exciting day out. The Toy M

useum
 

contains one of the largest toy collection in 
the world.

STA
N

STED
 M

O
U

N
TFITCH

ET W
IN

D
M

ILL
CM

24 8BL Lim
ited opening tim

es. 
www.stanstedm

ountfitchetwindm
ill.co.uk

Part of the village skyline since 1787 and 
donated to the people of Stansted in 1935. 
Its cap is “live”, constantly facing into the 
wind, and its sails can still be turned.

H
ATFIELD

 FO
REST, TA

K
ELEY

CM
22 6NE Tel 01279 870678

www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Relax in the beautiful woodland of Hatfield 
Forest near Takeley. Ideal for walking with a 
num

ber of nature trails and an ornam
ental 

lake.

G
IBBERD

 G
A

RD
EN

, H
A

RLO
W

CM
17 0NA Tel 01279 442112  

www.thegibberdgarden.co.uk
An inspirational gallery and Grade II listed 
garden created by Sir Frederick Gibberd, an 
uncom

prom
ising M

odernist architect and the 
m

aster-planner of Harlow New Town, who 
acquired the site in 1957 and rem

odelled the 
house and garden.
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